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Up to December, 1947, the Fund had never enjoyed a million dollar month. 
During that period $2,627,800 was sold. 


Total sales for 1947 amounted to $9,671,187 
surpassing the previous record of 1946 by $2,549,888 


Such remarkable progress points to the growing confidence enjoyed by this 


institution among the ministers of 


America. 
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deserves the 
finest earillon 


available 


Uamatched for purity, dignity and clarity, 
MAAS GENUINE CATHEDRAL CHIMES will 
sound from your church or chapel tower in 
full, clear tones to attract all who hear 
them. For beauty of performance, tonal 
superiority, wider coverage; for smooth, re- 
sponsive action, look to MAAS, the leading 
genuine cathedral chime system in the ampli- 
fied carillon field. 
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terlies vividly impress lessons upon 
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8-page paper for every school. Stories, 
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etc. Builds attendance. 20c a copy per 
quarter, in quantities. FREE SAMPLES, 
Give name of church, size class, Sam- 
ples other literature.for every class on 
request. Address desk 21. 
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A PASTOR'S LETTER 


With the dawning of 1948 came new hopes an 
aspirations. Though misfortunes may have befalle 
us in recent days, we enter the new year with fait. 
and courage and optimism, believing that in th 
great plan of God it can make its contributio 
toward the development of our characters and soul. 


There are many things for which a minister woul 
pray for his people at such a time, important amon. 
them, the enrichment of God in their hearts an 
their homes. May there be a deepening of devotio 
in us all—an added zeal for prayer and Christiai 
knowledge and a growing loyalty for the Kingdor 
of God as it finds its incarnation in the Church an 
elsewhere. 


But personal piety is not enough. There is muci 
to be done. There is a witness to be given by thi 
church and its organizations and that witness 1s no 
likely to be compelling and contagious if it is th 
wi'ness of empty chairs and pews. With seven hun 
dred members on our roll that need never be. Ther 
are errands of mercy to be run in the name of Gos 
and His church—the sick to be visited, the poor t 
be ministered unto, the infirm to be befriended, th 
unchurched to be contacted, the children to be loved 
the letters to be written and the cards to be sent— 
and ours is the privilege and responsibility of runnin, 
those errands. There are adherents to be won to ai 
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CHURCH FURNITURE 


The distinctive beauty and superlative workman- 
ship characteristic of church furniture by Ameri- 
can Seating Company provide a truly worthy back- 
ground for the expression of faith in your church. 


Available for early delivery are pulpit and com- 
munion sets, fonts and lecterns. Chancel furniture, 
Bodiform Pews, folding chairs, tables and other 
Sunday School furniture also available. If you plan 
to re-seat your church, don’t settle for anything less 
than famous Bodiform Pews. Write for informa- 
tion today. 


Communion Table Chancel Chair 


Branch Offices and Distributors in Principal Cities 
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IN THE LIGHT OF 
THES EROSS 
By HAROLD COOKE PHILLIPS 


FACES ABOUT THE CROSS 
By CLOVIS G. CHAPPELL 


“These sixteen character sketches are 
presented with rare understanding, sim- 
plicity, and moving power. They drive 
their lessons home in gifted and per- 
sonal preaching that is interesting, sug- 
gestive, and alive.”—The Churchman. 


$1.75 


“The author changes the question 
‘Who crucified Christ?’ to “What cruci- 
fied Christ?’ and shows the motives and 
forces of the various persons and groups 
.. . Without 
doing injustice to historical facts, he 
draws excellent parallels with our own 


$1.75 


who stood about the cross 


day.” —Church Management. 


THE CROSS AND 
GREAT LIVING 


By W. E. PHIFER, JR. 


“Few books on the Cross 
have been written with a more 
penetrating and exhaustive 
analysis of the inner meaning 
and significance of the Cross. 
It is a good book for Holy 
Week reading.’—Dr. Preston 
Bradley. $1.50 


The Sovereign Emblem 


WHY THE CROSS? 
By G. RAY JORDAN 


“This book does not stop with 
answering the question “Why 
the Cross?” but goes~on to 
show the responsibility each 
individual has to Christ and 
God when he realizes what 
has made the Cross necessary.” 
—The Christian Advocate. $1 


By ERNEST A. WALL 


Here are explained the message and meaning of the Crucifixion and 
the significance of the Lord’s Supper. The theme of the supremacy of the 
Cross runs through the entire book, with particular emphasis on Paul’s 
relationship to the Cross as an example to us. The fresh inspirational 
and homiletical insights of The Sovereign Emblem will be welcomed by 
ministers and laymen, particularly at this thoughtful time of year. 


Just Published! 


At All Bookstores... 


Page 58 


ABINGDON-COKESBURY PRESS 


AFTER DEATH 
By LESLIE D. WEATHERHEAD 


A discussion of life after 
death of the light of modern 
thought, and with the comfort 
implicit in the revelation of 
Jesus Christ. Pointed ques- 


tionnaires make the book ideal 
study and 
$1.50 


also for group 
discussion. 


$1.25 


The Eaposite 
Sera he ' 


THE 
ETERNAL CROSS 


CLARENCE E. MACARTNEY, D.D. 


N the collected poems of John Milton, as 
a rule appearing just after the grand poem 
on the incarnation, or THE MORNING 

* CHRIST'S NATIVITY, you will find a 

em entitled THE PASSION. Having writ- 

1 of the incarnation, it was the purpose of 

ton to write on the Atonement, or the pas- 

m of Christ on the cross. The poem con- 

ts of just eight introductory stanzas. There 
gave it up. At the end of the eighth stanza 

this note by Milton: 

“This subject the author finding to be above 

> years he had when he wrote it, and nothing 

isfied with what was begun, left it unfin- 
ed.” 

If even so great a genius and intellect as 

ilton found that the Atonement was too great 

t him, then what shall we say of the ordinary 

nd? The best that we can do is to touch 

= outermost hem of the crimson robe of the 
onement. The Cherubim cover the rest with 
eir wings. “O the depth of the riches, both 

the wisdom and the knowledge of God. 
ow unsearchable are His judgments, and His 
iys past finding out!” 

The ancients were wont to speak of an im- 

ense mountain of loadstone, the magnetic 

wer of which was so strong that it drew to 

. foot all men and all objects that ever 

me near it. Even ships passing that shore 

d mountain far out at sea had the iron nails 


at held the ship’s planks together drawn | 


it of them, leaving them broken wrecks on 
e rocks. 

The magnetic mountain of the Christian 
ith is the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. In 
e of His exalted moments our Lord predicted 
ch an attraction and power for His Cross, 
1 He said on the eve of His crucifixion, “I, 
I be lifted up, will draw all men unto me.” 
Therever men have been truly unitedto Christ 
d “brought to God,” as Peter put it, they 
ve been drawn. to Him by the Spirit, work- 
eg through His Cross. Christ Himself knew 
no other way to draw men unto Him. He 
rst Presbyterian Church 

ttsburgh, “Penna. 


‘ 


rel ruary, 1948 


never said that His miracles, His parables, His 
beautiful example would ever draw men unto 
them. It was only through His Cross that that 
could be done. 

The Cross of Jesus! Just four words, and 
yet what-a universal truth is framed and com- 
passed by those four words. But how shall 
we speak of the Cross? How can we speak 
of the Atonement into which Peter said that 
the angels themselves in sore amazement desire 
to look? With what ship of man’s making 
shall we embark on this vast ocean? How shall 
we spread the wing of our thought in the limit- 
less heavens of this truth? How shall we 
measure the citadel of our faith with just a 
measuring rod of man’s mind? Nevertheless, 
it is possible to overstate the mystery of the 
Cross. The New Testament does not empha- 
size that, but rather its power, its comfort, and 
its glory. Fortunately, we do not need to 
depend upon human theories or explanations, 
for we have the New Testament’s great explan- 
ation. Here, then, we stand before the Cross 
of Jesus, where through the Eternal Spirit 
Christ offered Himself up once for all for our 
sins. 


The Cross of Jesus Is a Condemnation 


It is a way of salvation and deliverance, but 
first of all it is a condemnation. It proclaims: 
our need of salvation and our need of deliver- 
ance. Why did Christ die? Not for His own 
sins, but for the sin of man. If there is any- 
thing about the death of Christ about which 
we can be certain, this is it, that He died for 
man, that is, in the place of man, as the sub- 
stitute for man. ‘The iniquity of us all was 
laid upon Him, and with His stripes we are 
healed.” ‘He died the just for the unjust.” 
If that is so, then that death of Christ on the 
Cross represents the penalty upon sin and 
shows what the mind of God towards sin is. 

The world thinks lightly of sin, but God 
does not. If man has almost forgotten sin, 
sin has not forgotten man. If Christ died for 
all, and His death represents the penalty upon 
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sin, then, indeed, as Paul said, ‘“‘we’re all dead’; 
that is, we are all under the penalty of sin. 
God has revealed His mind toward sin in many 
ways: by the commandments and the penalties 
that were given amid Sinai’s smoke and flame; 
by the sacrifices of the tabernacle and the 
temple; by the judgments which have over- 
whelmed evil-doers; by the recoil of the broken 
law; by minds that reel and bodies that crumble 
because of transgression. But the one supreme 
demonstration of God’s condemnation upon 
sin was the death of the Son of God upon 
the Cross for sin. 

Before, then, we accept the deliverance of 
the Cross, we must bow before its condemna- 
tion. In the Cross we behold not only the 
goodness, but the severity of God. We must 
take our place with John Newton, the con- 
verted slave dealer, who sang: 


“I saw one hanging on a tree 

In agonies and blood, 

Who fixed His languid eyes on me 
As near His Cross I stood.” - 


“Sure never till my latest breath 
Can I forget that look; 
It seemed to charge me with His death, 
Though not a word He spoke.” 


We must take our place with St. Paul, who 
said, ‘‘Christ died for sinners, of whom I am 
chief.”” We must take our place with the Peni- 
tent Thief, who, when he rebuked his mocking 
and cursing brother, said, “We receive the due 
reward of our deeds.” The Cross is what you 
and I deserve; for it was the penalty on our 
sins that He endured on the Cross. 

A man once dreamed that he saw Christ 
chained to a whipping post, with a soldier 
standing by scourging Him. Greatly moved 
and distressed at the sight, the man rushed 
forward as he saw the whip in the soldier’s 
hand, with the purpose of stopping the brutal 
punishment. But when the soldier turned 
around the man recognized—himself! What 
Isaiah said is forever true. “The chastisement 
of our peace was laid upon Him.” The haunt- 
ing Negro spiritual asks the question, “Were 
you there when they crucified my Lord?” Every 
man who would know the peace and the deliv- 
erance of the Cross of Jesus must, first of all 
own its condemnation, and confess that he was 
there, and that Christ was wounded for his 
_ transgression. 


The Cross Is a Reconciliation 


Hete is the paradox of the Cross. The same 
Cross which condemns us is the Cross which 
reconciles us and delivers us. In the providence 


of God who is able to make the wrath of man _ 
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to praise Him, the worst that man has eve 
done has turned out to be the best that wz 
ever done for man. The worst that man eve 
did was to nail the Son of God to a cross an 
yet that most wicked act has turned out to b 
the best that was ever done for man. 

In the second place, the Cross is a Recor 
ciliation. Here the judge who on the Cros 
condemns us becomes the Saviour whose arm 
are stretched out to save us. The sentence o 
death is changed into the promise of eterné 
life. If it is a faithful saying and worthy o 
all acceptation that Jesus Christ came into th 
world to save sinners, it is also a faithful say 
ing that He saves them by reconciling them t 
God on His Cross. “It was the good pleasur 
of the Father through Him to reconcile a 
things unto Himself, having made — peac 
through the blood of His Cross.” 

Reconciliation presupposes a state of separe 
tion and alienation. One would not speak ¢ 
reconciling two loyal and trusting friends, fc 
they need no reconciliation. But one doe 
speak of reconciling a father and a son wh 
have become estranged, a mother and a daughte 
who have become bitter towards one another, 
husband and a.wife who have separated fror 
one another. Reconciliation can take plac 
only between those who have, or those wh 
have had, a close relationship one with another 
That is the fact about man and God. Ma 
ever has to do with God. No sinning, n 
wandering, no rebellion can break the tie 9 
our relationship with God. He is our make: 
He is our judge, and He would be our Savioui 
The thing that separates man from God :; 
man’s sin. ‘‘Your iniquities have separate 
between you and your God, and your sins hav 
hid His face from you.” The whole state c 
the world and the pulsation of our own hear 
our own conscience, tells of the need of recor 
ciliation. That was what Christ prayed for, an 
taught us to pray for—that man would do th 
will of God as it is done in heaven; and 
was for that He died when He shed His pre 
ious blood upon the Cross. . 

How ought God to have dealt with sin? H 
might have punished sin’ and destroyed th 
race of man. He might have let man suffer th 
full consequences of the broken law. But Go 
did not do that because God is pity, and Go 
is love, as well as justice. Again, one says, H 
might have ignored sin, overlooked it. But 
that is blameworthy even in a man, even i 
an earthly parent, even in human society, ho 
much more so in God. Again, suppose Go 
had selected for salvation those who had supe 
But who would be selected 

(See page 91 
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I BELIEVE 
IN THE RESURRECTION 
OP Tih BODY 


CLAUDE RICHMOND, Chaplain 


repetition in the closing words of the 

Apostles Creed, where we profess to 
lieve both in ‘The resurrection of the body 
d the life everlasting’? Couldn’t we include 
th in “immortality” ? 
But immortality is not enough. All men are 
mortal. Both good and evil persons have 
resurrection. Ever since Cain killed his 
other and man had to face the shocking fact 
physical death, he has tried by every possible 
eans to strengthen the hope of victory over 
ath. But such a hope of survival is the limit 
the pagan faith. Plato in his “Phaedo’”’ and 
cero in his “Tuscan Disputations’” could 
gue a future life, immortality; but the resur- 
ction was far beyond their mental grasp. 
Even among the Jews there was one sect, or 
rty, and a very important one, which did not 
id the resurrection as an article of its faith. 
) the Sadducees faced Jesus with their stand- 
d puzzle, and He had to tell them, “You err, 
cause you know not the scriptures, nor the 
wer of God.” How many of us miss the 
eatest comfort and encouragement of religion 
an attitude and an ignorance which deserves 
e same criticism! 
Our scriptures teach two great facts beyond 
ath—that we have a new, resurrection body; 
d that we have eternal life. The word “ever- 
ting’’, in the King James version of the New 
stament, is usually better translated ‘‘eternal’’, 


‘Eas you sometimes thought there was 


The Facts 


The subject is of timeless interest, with 
periods such as those following great wars 
when the questions become vital to hundreds 
of thousands to whom death has come very. 
close. If all our sermons follow the current 
style of discussing social, political and interna- 
tional problems, we will still leave a vast hun- 
ger in the hearts of those who are crying, “If 
a man die, shall he live again?” No wonder 
many consult spiritists and quack religionists of 
all sorts, who promise the answers. Do we 
know the scriptures and the power of God well 
enough to answer? 

We really need not argue that this belief dis- 
proves annihilation. For annihilation is not 
the belief of an informed man. It is more the 
wish of some who hope to escape the respon- 
sibility of a personal accounting to a personal 
God. The Bible tells of those called upon. to 
face God, who will cry out for the mountains 
to fall upon them. Annihilation will no more 
save them than could the floor obligingly swal- 
low them. 

We are dealing with something beyond the 
limits of time and space—in new dimensions 
unfamiliar to us eatth-bound creatures. The 
resurrection body comes after the world is gone. 
Thus, it has none of the physical limits which 
circumscribe our thinking about everything hap- 
pening this side of the grave. We can neither 


prove nor disprove the resurrection body by 
tests applied by the physical senses of seeing,” 
hearing, feeling, etc. Here again, “Faith is 
the substance of things hoped for.” Our infor-, 
mation comes as we know “the scriptures and 
the power of God.” cee 

If we ask a child what he will be when he 
grows up, he will answer according to his 
knowledge and desires as a child, probably far 
differently from his plans in later years. The. 
adult lives in a different realm which the child 
can not yet grasp, nor can the parent fully 
explain it to a child. So with our heavenly. 
Father, who cannot explain the resurrection life. 
to people in this body. Hence, “It does not yet. 
appear what we shall be.” But, “we shall be 


in the American Standard version. Mere 
ration has no moral or religious meaning. 
1e important fact is that the Christian has a 
e in the timeless element of eternity, a god- 
e life of spirit independent of the succession 
days and years, and even independent of 
ether it is lived in the physical or later in 
> resurrection body, and meantime with no 
pat, ath 

What are the facts about the resurrection 
dy? With what sort of a body are we raised? 
1d why should I believe in that body? What 
ference does it make to me if “I believe in 
. the resurrection of the body’’? 


ferans. Home of California 
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like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.”’. And 
He is spirit. The triune God is spirit, living 
in the realm of eternity, which knows no limi- 
tation of space, no passing of time, and no 
_ need for any material thing. We shall be like 
Him. 

Lazarus was raised from the dead to return 
to his former physical life, and body; so the 
body that sat at table with Jesus at that memor- 
able dinner was not a resurrection body. Nor 
was the resurrection body of Jesus, as seen 
before His ascension the same as our resurtec- 
tion body. It was necessary for Him to com- 
municate with the disciples, so while His body 
plainly was activated by spiritual rather than 
physical life, it was in visible, tangible form 
for the sake of the evidence needed then. The 
important question was that of identity, and 
the proof that it was the same Jesus who had 
been crucified brought from the doubter 
Thomas, his great confession, “My Lord and 
my God!” 

The question of identity bothers many in 
considering their resurrection bodies. How can 
it be the same after it has returned, “dust to 
dust’? There is no more need to preserve the 
same elements of the physical for use in the 
spiritual body than for the savages to bury the 
weapons of their dead with them for use in the 
happy hunting grounds. Some may raise the 
old hypothetical case—that a person dies, his 
body decays, some of the elements go into an 
apple tree, and into its fruit, and so on; how 
then can it be gathered together to keep its 
identity in the resurrection? 

This is the same argument, trying to dis- 
credit the resurrection by reducing it to an 
absurdity, which the Sadducees advance with 
their standard argument, the standing puzzle of 
the woman who had married seven men, and 
“whose wife would she be in the resurrection?” 

It deserves the same answer: ‘You do err, 
not knowing the scriptures nor the power of 
God.” For in the resurrection we neither 
marry nor: are-given in marriage, but are as the 
angels. ‘Angels are not born by procreation 
from parents, but are separate, direct creations, 
eternal, spiritual beings brought into existence 
by the creative power of God. Hence they 
have no family life as do mortals. Our resur- 
rection body will be a direct new creation, 
regardless of what happens to the elements of 
the physical body. It is identity of the spirit, 
not body, that matters. 

Our spirits live in an entirely different 
“tabernacle’’ when the body is 50 years old 
than when it was five. But the change was 
made by gradual temodeling and repairing.” At 


_ death the body is no longer repaired, but we 
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move into a new dwelling, a “house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens.” Rule of 
thumb arguments and common logic do not 
apply, for the resurrection body will exist in a 
new element, in mew dimensions, as spirit. 
This is necessary, for ‘Flesh and blood can- 
not inherit the kingdom,” so “This mortal must 
put on immortality.” As a grain of wheat 
must be planted and die for the new body to 
rise, so we must go through death and the 
dissolution of this body: “It is sown a thing 
perishable, it is raised imperishable. It is sown 
in disability, it is raised in full glory. It 1s 
sown in powerlessness, it is raised in full vigor. 
It is sown an animal body, it is raised a spir- 
itual body.” Thus is man more than beast. 


The Belief 


Why do I believe this? What difference does 
it make? 

Belief is necessary for those who would see 
the glory of God. In talking with Martha by 
the tomb of Lazarus, (John xi, 17-44), Jesus 
spoke of Himself as the resurrection and the 
life and Martha professed the common belief 
in the resurrection, and in Jesus as Christ. Yet 
when He would have had the grave opened, 
she demurred. Jesus said, “Said I not unto 
thee, that, if thou believest thou shouldst see 
the glory of God?” So they took away the 
stone. We must believe or we are like the 
women on the way to thé tomb on. Easter, wor- 
rying about who will move the stone for us. 

I believe because I am not satisfied with 
mere animal life. I am not content with life 
always in its present dimensions, with its pres- 
ent limitations. I want to see the glory of God. 
I want to inherit the kingdom! Then I must 
prepare for moving day. I must pack up cer- 
tain things to take along, and know that I will 
leave much behind. Belief, my faith, takes me 
home. ; ; 

I believe in the resurrection of the body be- 
cause God has a new job for me in my spirit 
life. I will need a new body with which to 
do it. As factories had to be converted to war 
use, and re-converted and re-tooled for peace: 
use again, so I will have a new body for my 
new work. | 

All will have new bodies, spiritual bodies, 
for their life after death, some for suffering 
and punishment and some for serving God an 
Christ in the kingdom. ss . 

What then? Paul preached the resurrection 
so much that some Greeks thought he was 
preaching a new god by that name. Many of 
us avoid it as if avoiding the topic would help 
us avoid death. But the resurrection is a nat- 
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CHARACTER STUDY OF PILATE 


RAY R. FISHER 


ILATE has little claim to greatness. He 
was not more than an average governor 
and perhaps would not be remembered in 

story if he had not been the Roman procura- 
; at the time of Jesus’ trial and crucifixion. 
cular history furnishes us much of our infor- 
ition. Josephus and Philo are the two major 
ntributors. Philo mentions Pilate’s cruelty, 
irders, rapine, and his inhumanity. It is 
ite likely that this opinion of Philo is exag- 
rated. 

Pilate’s official residence was in Caesarea. 
uring the Jewish passover, the procurator 
ways came to Jerusalem to put down any dis- 
tbances and to insure a reasonable order. It 
quite probable that during his stays in Jeru- 
em, Pilate used Herold’s palace. 

It is never possible fully to understand any 
in without taking into consideration the 
yman to whom he is married, his wife. It 
Il be well, therefore, for us to look at Claudia 
ocula, Pilate’s wife. She was of aristocratic 
90d. She was the granddaughter of Caesar 
igustus and the daughter of the third wife of 
berius Caesar. 

The law decreed that the procurator of Judea 
ould not take his wife with him. The matter 
safety was probably involved here. How- 
er, being of royal lineage and cutting quite 
swath in Rome, Claudia must have used her 
uence in having the special privilege granted 
r, of accompanying her husband. This, I 
ink, is a tribute to both Claudia and Pilate. 
is an evidence of their devotion and love 
r each other. The fact that she would give 
| the splendor and the gay life of Rome for 
> dull, uncomfortable existence in Caesarea 
order to be with her husband is certainly a 
bute to her. The fact that Pilate was not 
ly willing but apparently desirous of having 
audia with him is also a tribute to him. They 
ist have had a very good home life. Dr. 
eatherhead suggests that it is possible that 
audia would not trust Pilate out of her sight. 
at, I think, is hardly the case. No evidence 
ints thus. 

Claudia must have been acquainted with 
sus before His trial. At least she must have 
own about Him. Perhaps she had seen Him 
the streets as her servants carried her about 
salem. One of her servant girls may have 
d Claudia about this strange Nazarene. Per- 
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"hates his conqueror. 


haps one of her domestics had been healed by 
Him. Tradition says that Claudia became a 
Christian. 

Now let us look at the relationship between 
Pilate and the Jews. Pilate hated the Jews. 
When he took over the procuratorship of 
Judea, he found no image of the emperor in 
Jerusalem. Being ambitious and courting the 
favor of Rome, he had the image of the Roman 
emperor placed in the city. This offended the 
religious sense of the Jews. Seven thousand of 
them, for six days and nights, surrounded his 
abode and prayed for the image to be removed. 
They were praying not to Pilate, but to their 
god. Pilate threatened to put them to death 
unless they dispersed. It can be said for the 
courage of the Jews that they bared their necks 
for his threat. Many of the soldiers in Pilate’s 
forces were Samaritans who hated the Jews. 
They would have been glad to wield their 
sword on the fat neck of some despised Jew, 
but the order never came through. Instead 
Pilate removed the image from Jerusalem. So 
Pilate hated the Jews. 

There was an insufficient water supply for 
the city of Jerusalem. Pilate constructed an 
aqueduct running from the pools of Solomon 
to the interior of the city. This civic improve- 
ment would have been welcomed by the Jews 
except for the fact that Pilate stole the temple 
money to defray the expense. Again the Jews 
rebelled. Pilate had his soldiers disguise them- 
selves as civilians and with staves mercilessly 
beat the people to disperse the mob. For this 
action he received the scathing rebuke of Rome. 
The undignified procedure of having Roman 
soldiers disguised as civilians was highly dis- 
pleasing to the Roman pride. So Pilate hated 
the Jews. 

Pilate also brought shields bearing the image 
of his Roman gods to Jerusalem. Again the 
Jews rebelled and Rome ordered Pilate to re- 
move the offensive shields. Again Pilate was 
defeated by these ridiculous, half-mad people | 
and he hated them. He certainly did not un- 
derstand them. A defeated man nearly always 
So Pilate hated the Jews. 

Caiaphas probably visited Pilate between the 
time of Jesus’ trial before the Sanhedrin and 
his trial before Pilate. Tradition has it that 
Pilate was up to his neck in debt to Caiaphas. 
This obligation, as well as Pilate’s influence — 
over the Jewish people, and the weight of a 
complaint to Rome, practically made Caiaphas’ 
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wish Pilate’s command. That explains. why 
Pilate was up and dressed and ready for the 
the charge of Jesus’ claim to be a king against 
Him. 

At that early morning trial, the Jews refused 
to enter the judgment hall lest they be defiled. 
They stood outside while Pilate took Jesus into 
the judgment hall to question him. After some 
silence, Jesus answered Pilate’s questions. There 
must have been a possibility of his convincing 
this Roman governor. Jesus remained silent 
before Caiaphas and Herod. There evidently 
was no possibility of convincing them. 

Pilate was certainly in a dilemma at Jesus’ 
trial. Claudia, the woman he loved, was pulling 
one way. Caiaphas, the man he feared, was 
pulling the other way. So Pilate tried every 
way possible to evade the responsibility. He 
suggested that the Jews try him themselves. 
When he heard that Jesus was from Galilee 
and came under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent 
him to Herod, hoping by that method to evade 
the responsibility. Pilate tried to substitute 
Jesus for Barabbas. He tried taunting the 
Jews, “Shall I crucify your king?” The reply 
of the priest made Pilate flinch, “We have no 
king but Caesar.’ Pilate tried scourging, that 
ordeal second only to a crucifixion itself. Final- 
ly, when the Jews threatened to report him to 
Caesar, he gave over to them and washed his 
hands, attempting to place the responsibility 
for the whole dastardly affair upon the Jews, 


which they willingly accepted, “His blood be 
upon us and our children” and that it was. The 
destruction of Jerusalem some years later was 
only one incident. 

The tragedy of Pilate’s life is that he did not 
have the courage of his conviction. So we 
repeat every Sunday in our creed “‘crucified un- 
der Pontius Pilate’, the judgment of the ages 
upon the man who tries to evade his responsi- 
bilities. : 

There is a legend that over Mt. Pilatus in 
Switzerland, on moonlight nights, the ghost 
of Pilate can be seen roaming the mountains, 
forever moaning, forever washing his hands. 
It is as though the whole universe offers no 
retreat to a man who evades his responsibility. 

We sometimes try to wash our hands by pro- 
crastination, by offering idle excuses which we 
know are not sufficient reason, by clinging to 
some pet sin, by offering Him lip service and 
even some of our means with the hope that 
Jesus will not ask for ourselves. In our hearts 
we know that He is King of kings and that He 
cannot be finally evaded. However high we 
carry our heads now, some day we will have te 
bow before Him. ; 

Evasion is a form of crucifixion. Jesus de: 
livers Himself into eternity in our hands tc 
crucify or to love. In our hearts we know 
that He is King of kings. He asks for out 
complete and entire loyalty because only so 
can He give Himself completely to us. 
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A LONELY HILL 


A COMMUNION MEDITATION 
GORDON W. MATTICE 


NE of the most refreshing and delightful 
essays I have ever read is one by Samuel 
McChord Crothers, titled, “The Colonel 

in the Theological Seminary.” 

A certain wealthy gentleman left funds for 
the endowment of a Chair of Military Science 
in a Theological Seminary. This was a little 
pesuliat, but the Trustees were not inclined to 
ook a gift-horse in the mouth. By a happy 
coincidence they discovered a retired Army 
officer who held the idea of the world as a 
spiritual battlefield.” He was one who realized 
fully the significance of the term, ‘The Church 
Militant.” 

. When he was invited’ to accept this chair, 
the Colonel did so with alacrity. All the 
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ardor of his youth in the Army was rekindled 
He saw at once the irrepressible conflict be 
tween those who were banded together in be 
half of a spiritual ideal, and the forces of sen 
suality and selfishness. ‘‘Here is something, 
he reasoned, ‘that can’t be arbitrated. It mus 
be fought out. The Church Militant has, 
believe, the right of it, but the question is 
is it strong enough to win out? Has it mobil 
ized its forces, and is it prepared to assume th 
strategical offensive?” 

The Colonel took it for granted that 
training school for officers in the Church Mil: 
tant would be interested in the solution of th 
problems of attack and defense. These gallar 
gentlemen were to overcome the world; the 
must learn the scientific way of doing it. — 


The Exposito 


His first lecture dispelled any doubt that 
ight have been in the minds of the Trustees. 
e spoke of and applied many things mili- 
ty, in relation to the task of the Church. He 
alt with the necessity of courage and disci- 
ine; spoke of the construction of barracks: 
matters of transportation and communica- 
yn; of the law of the diminishing power of 
e strategic offensive; that in the Church Mili- 
at there are many who delight to dwell in 
ats on the old camp ground, and while this 
eaks well for their amiability, it often inter- 
res with their military efficiency; the matter 
providing continual re-inforcements, for for- 
urd movements often fail because of neglect 
provide a reserve force which may be 
ought forward according to the need; the 
oblem of change of base in the face of the 
emy and while under attack. 
Speaking of the advance against the strong- 
ds of sin he spoke of the formula of suc- 
ss—a fitness and will to win. The great 
use of failure, he claimed is often feebleness 
purpose. “Whatever its inferiority in heavy 
ms cost the Spanish Armada, its inability to 
e effectively such guns as it had, and to se- 
re sufficient ammunition for them, cost it a 
od deal more.” 
His final word was, “You, young gentlemen, 
preparing for active service, should seek the 
st equipment possible, but remember that 
ess to win’ is indicated not by mere su- 
riority in heavy guns, but by the ability to 
e effectively such guns as you have.” 
There is muck food for thought here, and 
any direct applications we can make, but 
ere was one phrase which I underlined again 
d again in my thinking—'‘A lonely hilltop 
ay be the key to the situation in the field of 
ttle.” 
And happily the same week I read the essay 
found this poem: 


“A LONELY HILL” 
By Barbara Koch Harbert. 
“The key to a whole campaign 


Is often the top of a lonely hill,” 
The Major Said. 


I thought, How true! 

The key to all our love and hope, 

All our joy and kindness, 

All our forgiveness and faith, 

Was found nineteen hundred years ago 
On the top of a lonely hill.” 


Calvary was a lonely hilltop that day when 
on it rose a Cross and on it was the dying 
rm of One who suffered there for the sins 
the world. That was His answer to the 
1 of the world, and all the glory of the 
tistian faith is expressed in that Cross. It 


e 


ebruary, 1948 ae, 


was on it that our Divine Commander counted 
as the supreme bit of strategy, to win the world. 
That was the answer of God to the cry of men 
for salvation; and in that Cross on a lonely hill 
all the power of God, all the love of God is 
revealed and made available to men. Apart 
from it there is no salvation either for men or 
nations; we shall conquer in its power or not 
at all. 

Men may, and many have attacked, scorned, 
sneered at it, but it has stood these 1900 years 
as the key to the whole campaign of God to 
win the world for truth and goodness. It is 
only as we share its message, feel its power, 
respond to its challenge that life has any mean- 
ing at all for us. Those who have accepted 
that Cross, and its Christ, have caught the se- 
cret of living significantly. 

Men have vied with each other in trying to 
give expression to the meaning of that Cross 
on a lonely hill through art, prose and poetry, 
but no one has ever surpassed the simple, yet 
profound statement, ‘For God so loved the 
world that He gave His only begotten son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” 

Spread before us is the Sacred Table—on it 
is Bread and Wine, symbols that have a mean- 
ing for us, a meaning so deep that even words 
cannot adequately express it, thus it is that the 
Spirit of God interprets for us and speaks to 
us of their significance. 

His strategy for winning the world is here. 
This Cross is for you. Do you believe that in 
your heart? When you slip and fall and your 
face is filled with shame and your heart is 
shadowed by guilt, turn to this Cross for for- 
giveness. When you face the privations and 
sorrows of life, and must drink a cup of 
pain, or see some earthy hope failing, you 
turn to this Cross to find strength and courage. 
When worldliness and apathy, or a low ideal 
of duty, or a distaste for goodness falls upon 
your heart, you will be quickened only as you 
turn to this Cross. By it the sorrows of life 
are hallowed; by it the joys of life are conse- 
crated. Your hope of the future is bound up 
with your acceptance of it in the present. 

“The key to the whole campaign 


Is often the top of a lonely hill, 
The Major said. | 


I thought, how true. 

The key to all our love and hope, 
And our joy and kindness, 

All our forgiveness and faith, _ 
Was found 1900 years ago 

On the top of a lonely hill.” 


- “There is a green hill far away, 
Without a city wall, 
Where the dear Lord was crucified 
Who died to save us all.” 
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She Editors Columns 
nal 


Moral Theology 


N DOING their day-by-day tasks, Protestant 
| pastors are handicapped by a lack of fa- 

miliarity with moral theology. This stems 
from the failure of theological seminaries to 
recognize the importance of that discipline. 
They provided too much theology formerly and 
today there is an overdose of economics and 
sociology. As a result the pastor finds himself 
sponsoring a lot of inherited prejudices with- 
out the means of adequately defending them 
by reference to Biblical teaching and philoso- 
phical ethics. When approached for advice on 
moral problems, his response is therefore likely 
to be casual, even flippant. Almost always it 
lacks authority which for Protestants must be 
a compound of rigidly correct thinking plus 
spiritual sensitivity, not the fiat of an organi- 
zation. 

Last summer good citizens in a thousand 
American communities were importuned to buy 
tickets (at one dollar each) on automobiles to 
be raffled off under the auspices of veterans’ 
organizations and leading luncheon clubs. Was 
it wrong for churchmen to buy such tickets? 
If so, why and how? In one case a negro won 
the car given by a white man’s club. Much 
publicity resulted. The postmaster in a large 
and distant city refused to accept copies of a 
local daily because it is unlawful to publish 
accounts of “lotteries.” He was over-ruled by 
Washington on the ground that the offending 
atticle dealt mainly with the racial aspects of 
the case rather than with the lottery itself. The 
community where the car was raffled off was 
overwhelmingly Protestant. Presumably it 
would have had scant sympathy for bingo 
games, which are frequently operated under 
non-Protestant auspices. 

Divorce is another field in which skilled 
guidance is necessary. A dozen years ago one 
husband walked out on his wife and another 
was sent to prison for forgery. The ex-wives 
now desire to be remarried but neither possesses 
the sole scriptural ground for divorce. Legis- 
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lators in several states, obviously without bene- 
fit of moral theology, have given approval to 
such remarriage. Denominational judiciaries 
speak with variant voice but with the single 
purpose of satisfying all shades of opinion. 
This leaves it pretty much up to the discretion 
of the poorly prepared local pastor as to how 
to answer the question when it eventually 
reaches him. How shall he hold the balances 
between human need and moral principle wher 
the latter wears a particular verbal garment: 
What would Jesus do? 

Let the seminaries come to the rescue of the 
hard-pressed men in the front-line trenches 
They need a manual of moral theology tha 
shall be Biblically based, logically thought ou 
and plainly and precisely expressed. 

By dint of hard work and long practice, Ro 
man Catholicism has worked out a modu 
vivendi between the conflicting elements in 
volved. Protestantism has not made even 
good beginning. Edward Laird Mulls. 


That Joyful Noise 


ET us not underestimate the place a 
music in the worship of the Church. 1] 
is so easy for the minister who ha 
neither love for, nor knowledge of goo 
music to accept without question the music 
contribution of others, who as often as n¢ 
are but little if any better equipped estheticall 
or technically than the pastor, to lead the cot 
gregation in the worship of music. a 
The waving baton, the for-show-purpose: 
only, the near-operatic coloratura, the “feature 
presentations musical, these are no more a pa 
of the true worship of song, than the boogi 
woogie of the roadside tavern. 
More than any other gift of man to tk 
fullness and nobility of worship, the churc 
organ under worshipful hands, and the volu 
teer choir making its “joyful noise unto tl 
Lord’, lifts the congregation’s soul, inspir 
its heart, warms its spirit and glorifies its da 
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““HMPH, THESE FOREIGNERS — MY ANCESTORS 


CAME OVER ON THE MAYFLOWER” 


Courtesy Institute for American Democracy, Inc. 


Aore than any other gift of man:to the full- 
ess and nobility of worship may the church 
rgan and the choir, when either or both give 
oice to be seen and heard of men, defeat 
ot only their own end but that of the service 
nd sermon itself. z- 

Never was it more essential that “‘everything 
e done decently and in order’ than when 
pplied to music in the service of worship. 

Down his long, faltering, errant way, out of 
re-historic obscurity, two handmaidens of the 
ord, to man’s soul delight, Music and. Wor- 
1ip, have accompanied him, hand in hand. 

No one may say cither antedates the other. 
Io one knows, so distant their origin, so in- 
sperable their companionship, so vital -to 
1an’s noblest emotional experience and need. 

The absence of musical reverence and fitting 
armony in the service of worship has come to 
> as flagrant as the absence of Scripture or 
rayer would be, a fact that is often over- 
yoked in the acclaim given pretense and dis- 
lay. eee 
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From the pint retainer but a pint can be 
poured, yet how vastly more worshipful the 
simplest of chapel music can be, than either 
extreme, no music at all or over indulgence, 
in a cathedral. 

While the minister in every case, may not 


be able to direct or select the music for his 


service, he can at least require that it be simple 
and sincere, in content and rendition, knowing 
as he must that man worships his Maker in 
the beauty of holiness, and the beauty of holi- 
ness is more likely to be in inverse, proportion 
to the volume or dramatics of sound, than 
otherwise. = 

“O come, let us sing unto the Lord. Let us 
make a joyful noise to the Rock of our salva- 
tion.” 


Roaming in thought over the Universe, I saw 
the little that is Good steadily hastening towards 
immortality. 

And the vast that is evil I saw hastening to 
merge itself and become lost and dead—Walt 
Whiteman. 
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Prey to Little Difficulties 


“Continent in Limbo” by Edith Sulkin, a 
report on personal observations on Europe’s 
people today, pictures how the peoples of once 
great nations have fallen prey to little difficul- 
ties. 

To give the observations a ‘‘face’, the author 
tells about her stay in Britain, where she spent 
time with Jim and Helen Collins, whom she 
had known and admired prior to the war; Jim, 
a lawyer’s son with prospects of following in 
his father’s footsteps, changed his mind after 
some years in the Middle East battlefront. 
Things that seemed to matter a great deal once, 
did not seem to matter at all now. Helen said, 
“The trouble with Jim is that he’s fallen prey 
to the little difficulties. We all have, in a way.” 

Jim explains, “The little things do prey. on 
one, you know. When a chair breaks, it stays 
broken for a month before you can get it re- 
paired. If one buys a suit of clothing, the other 
has to wait. You cannot give the baby any of 
the things you want—a fruit, a toy, an extra 
bonnet. Helen is the uncomplaining sort. I 
think it’s wrong. Why not complain if it gets 
it off your chest?” 

The long wait in line for the sausage ration, 


the evenings spent turning shirt collars and- 


cuffs, the scroungings to get up seven dinners a 
week—all these showed in Helen’s face, in 
spite of her uncomplaining attitude. She put a 
“face” on the little things that prey on the 
little peoples over the world by saying, “One 
really needs much less than one thinks. Of 
course, during the war, we had V-E Day io 
look forward to. Now,—it’s just the way it is 
and it'll be like this for a long time.” | 
Remarks an aditorial writer, “This sense 
among the little people of the war-torn nations 
—without hope—is perhaps the greatest danger 
confronting those peoples today.” Two phrases 
quoted as currently heard most often in the 
tight little isle are: ‘We won the war, you 
know,” and “I couldn’t care less.” Wages 
that buy existence, not living; futures without 
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times for the turn of the tide; waiting without 
relief in some laughter and gaity,—these are 
the little d7ffzcultzes that prey on humankind 
today. 

There is a way for mankind, both the little 
and the great, to lift itself above this deadening 
level; the apathy afflicting millions need not 
increase. If the event of the royal wedding in 
England could give the British people a lift, 
how much greater the foundation for hope (or 
a “lift” if you prefer) in looking about us, 
summing up the blessings, as against the needs 
of many, and making these two team-up. When 
the millions of young “Jims and Helens” 
throughout the world will learn to take at face 
value these words of Jesus: 

“Again I say unto you, that if two of you 
shall agree on earth as touching anything that 
they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my 
Father which is in heaven. 

“For where two or three are gathered to- 
gether in my name, there am I in the midst of 
them.” (Matt. 18:19-20) 
they will launch out into the spiritual deep”, 
and little woes will be forgotten. Who can 
remain prey to little woes, whose faith rests on 
the measureless promise, “If two of you shall 
agtee on earth as touching anything that they 
shall ask, it shall be done for them of my 
Father which is in heaven?” 


Stewardship 


Each earnest Christian, whose heart has been 
moved by the appeal of Christ's Cause among 
the folk of our generation, will rejoice in the 
fact that the Church really means business at 
last, and is girding itself for the greatest effort 
in stewardship ever made in the memory of. 
those now living. If you ask a man for a 
nickel he will ask you what do you think you 
can do with a nickel. But if you ask a man _ 
for $100 he will look at you with eyes wide 
open and begin to see that something can really 
be done with his hundred dollars, especially 


The Expositor 


iif all his fellow-Christians are giving worth- 
while amounts of money. And if you want to 
know what worthwhile money is doing and can 
ido you will study the subject just as you would 
sstudy spending your money for material goods, 
furniture, clothes, equipment. Tithing steward- 
sship will help a lot, more than you think. To 
eset aside the Lord’s Portion and pay it into His 
‘Storehouse will provide adequate amounts of 
emoney as well as a good conscience in the 
pmatter and put you in line for the promised 
tblessing of God in both your temporal and your 
sspiritual affairs. But your motive must be on a 
thigher plane. Think what He has done for 
yyou on Calvary, and show your gratitude! 

_ “Bring ye all the tithes into My Storehouse, 
tthat there may be meat in Mine house, and 
prove Me now herewith, saith the Lord of 
thosts, if I will not open you the windows of 
heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there 
Shall not be room enough to receive it.” Mal. 
23:10.— Epiphany Call, Milwaukee. 


Within 7 Miles of His Town 


When a member of the Evangelism Crusade 
committee of a Wisconsin Church took it upon 
himself to find out what the evangelistic pos- 
sibilities were in a community 7 miles from 
his town, he found that within a radius of 5 
miles of an abandoned church in the vicinity 
here were 57 children, teen-age and under, 
who had never been in a Sunday school; 17 
homes without Bibles; and 24 old people who 
e unable to get to church. Read again Dr. 
Conwell’s “Acres of Diamonds.” —The Watch- 
rman-Examiner. 


tewardship Bibliography 

Aids to a program of stewardship in a local 
church are listed in 19-page booklet, postcard 
size, may be secured at 5 cents a copy from 
nited Stewardship Council, Hillsdale, Mich- 
igan. 

'” The booklet contains everything from “how 
co -start”, through ‘Visual Aids.” The sug- 
estions are grouped under “how to approach 
the teaching of Children,” ‘Young People,” 
"Study Materials for Young and Adults,” 
"Methods to Use,” “Rural,” ‘Plays,’ “Movies, ’ 
“Filmstrips,” “Slides,” and a full list of pub- 
Jishers with detailed addresses, where these 
tems may be secured. 

Every member of governing board of an 
ctive church should have one of these booklets. 
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A New Type of Cradle Roll 


The Cradle Roll Department of our Church 
School has been sadly neglected for some time, 
writes the Rev. Mr. J. E. Kleffmann, Harvey, 
Illinois. 

Desiring to revamp this department, we 
made inquiries as to what materials were avail- 
able, and decided to look around to see what 
other churches were doing. I found that many 
different kinds of “‘rolls’’ ranging all the way 
from cardboard cutouts of Old Mother Hub- 
bard’s shoe to children playing in a sand box 
were being used. All had pretty blue and 
pink silk ribbon streamers to which cards 
bearing a child’s name were fastened. 

All of these “rolls” were hanging lop-sided 
with about 90 per cent of the name cards 
turned toward the wall. 

My wife helped me into our car and as we 
drove home, she said, “Maybe ‘you had better 
think up a better way to do it.” And, so I did! 

Let me explain the idea, and if you like it, 
pass it on. If you don’t,—just forget it. I am 
sending you a picture of the ‘Cradle Roll” 
which I designed and made. 


New type Cradle Roll, planned and made 


by Rev. J. E. Kleffmann, Harvey, Illinois, 
representing a child’s playroom, with 
plastic figures and appointments. 


My plan represents a child’s playroom. The 
back wall and the floor are of wood; the sides ’ 
and front and top are of glass, so that folks 
can see into the room without having to stand 
directly over it to get a view. The back will 
is covered with wall paper; the floor is also 
covered with a paper that resembles linoleum. 

The furnishings are all plastic, consisting of 
a chest of drawers, table, high-chair, nursery- 
chair, buggy, bassinette, cradle, tricycle, play — 
pen and such miscellaneous items as clock, 
scale, nite-table and lamps. The picture over 
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the table on the wall is one of Jesus blessing 
little children. 

To get the Cradle Roll under way again, we 
sent out invitations to parents who had new 
babies, asking their permission to place their 
child’s name on our Cradle Roll. 

The invitation has a reply card attached, and 
as. the Cradle Roll superintendent receives a 
favorable answer, she places a plastic doll in or 
on one of the pieces of furniture to which she 
attaches a card bearing the child’s name. 

The “Roll”, as we have it set up, will ac- 
commodate eight children. As more are added, 
additional furniture is placed in the room. Two 
or even three children might be placed into 
the play pen. As names are kept on the “Roll” 
until the child is about three years old, the 
older ones might even be placed on the floor. 

Now, go ahead, scream if you want to; this 
is only my personal brain storm, but we're 
going to use it until someone pushes it off 
the table and breaks it into little pieces. At 
least, we are trying something new! 


Service The First Aim - 

of Modern Youth 
_ What has happened to the boy who used to 
“want to be a high-altitude flyer? an African 
big-game hunter? and Ant-arctic explorer ? 

Apparently, he is being replaced by a sober 
group of young people who value service to 
mankind higher than any other factor in the 
choice of a job. Boys (and girls, too) today 
want a chance to continue in the same position 
year after year. They want to feel that they 
can work themselves up. 

This new view of the ambitions of high 
school boys and girls, and even those in grades 
seven and eight is. disclosed by a survey of 
more than one thousand students in Oxford, 
Ohio, by Science Scrvice. 

Adventure is pushed down to the bottom 
of the list of considerations important in 
picking a job.. Youngsters nowadays don’t 
want adventure—or say they don’t. Neither do 
they want public acclaim or responsibility. 

. What they do want is security and freedom 
from political strings.—3cience Service, Jan. 
12, 1948. 3 


The Greatest Story Ever Told 


. The Goodyear sponsored radio program, 
“The Greatest Story Ever Told’, a dramatiza- 
tion of the life and teachings of Christ, inaug- 
urated in 1947 as a public service program, 


Sunday, has received praise and awards from 
religious, educational and civic groups. 
Requests for recordings of the program fot 
special use prompted the sponsor and Amet- 
ican Broadcasting Company to make recordings 
of each of the programs available at an ex- 
tremely low cost, through the cooperation of 
cast, musicians, and others connected with the 
program; the recordings come in albums, two 
programs to each album, and may be obtained 
from the American Broadcasting Company. 


World Citizenship 


An International Essay Contest for Youth 
has been sponsored by the Youth Department 
of the World Council of Churches and the 
World Alliance for International Friendship 
through the Churches, “in order to promote 
ideas of world citizenship and Christian respon- 
sibility for world order.” 

The essay contest is open to al/ Christian 
youth throughout the world. Junior entries— 
aged 13 to 17—will write a short essay on 
“What does the Bible say about World Friend- 
ship?” Senior entries—aged 17 to 21—will 
write on “As a young Christian what concrete 
action should you take for world peace today?” - 
Instructions for entry should be secured from 
address below. 

Final judgment will be made by an Int'l 
Body of Judges meeting in Geneva, Switzer- 
land. Winners of the contest to be announced 
at Christmas, 1948, will receive the Zelah Van — 
Loan World Friendship Awards. 

In the Junior section, 16 awards and 50 
medals will be given out. The First Award for 
Seniors will be 1000 Swiss francs (approx. 
$250) to be used for travel; and 13 other 
awards and 50 medals. 

Young people wishing to enter the contest 
should send entries to Rev. Wm. Keys, Secre- 
tary for Youth Work, World Council of 
Churches, 297 Fourth Ave., New York 10, 
N. Y., no later than May 1, 1948. a 


Vatalion Church Schools 


Plans for Vacation Schools should be organ- 
ized well in advance, so leader-training courses 
can be offered to those selected as leaders for 
various age groups. Leader training courses 
are available through denominational head-— 
quarters, and through Standard Publishing — 
Company, whose address is found in each issue 
of The Expositor. _ 


. The Judson Press, Philadelphia, published 
some excellent courses in book form for The 


without any commercial, American Broadcast- 
ing Company network from’ 6:30 to 7:00 P.M., 
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Interdenominational Committee on Co-Opera- 
‘tive Publication of Vacation Church School 
‘Curriculum. 


Memorial Services 


Pastors planning special Memorial Services 
this year for the parish or community war dead, 
especially those being returned to America in 
coming months, may find help in a service of 
worship for use in such services printed in 
1946 by The Commission on Worship, 297 
Fourth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Requests 
for these services should be sent in early. 
Memorial Services are being planned in thou- 
sands of churches for those who gave their 
lives during the war, even though the loved 
ones lie on distant soil. In connection with 
these plans, many pastors are organizing group 
visits to Veteran’s Hospitals in their vicinities. 
If there is no hospital located near your Church, 
there is great need for letters to boys hospital- 
ized as a result of war injuries. Names and 
addresses can be secured readily from any local 
Veteran’s Administration office. There is grave 
danger that thousands of young veterans will 
become ‘‘forgotten citizens’ unless young people 
in every community are organized to prevent 
this. Here is “Home Missionary” work that 
young people will find of importance, once 
they get into it. 


Community Cooperation Award 


The Oregon Council of Churches has made 
special plans for an annual award to the Oregon 
Community whose churches have made the most 
significant advance in interchurch cooperation 
during the year. The purpose of the plan is to 
encourage the churches of every community to 
think together in terms of service projects to 
benefit the entire community. 

Details of the award are to be worked out 
by the executive committee, headed by Dr. 
Chester Hamblin of Salem, President of the 
Oregon Council. 

Among the reports submitted at the last 
meeting of the Board of Directors, that of 
the Social Relations Committee provoked the 
widest discussion, and contained the following 

“specific recommendations: 

1. That social action committees be organ- 

ized throughout the state on a community-wide 
and interdenominational basis. 
2. That the Council work for the repeal of 
the Oriental Exclusion Act of 1922, now di- 
‘rected at Japanese, and which may separate 
American-born Japanese from their families. 
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3. That efforts be made for the enactment 
of a Civil Rights Law and Fair Employment 
Practices Act to protect the fundamental rights 
of minority groups in Oregon. 

There are community interests in every local- 
ity throughout our country which could become 
“projects of great pride’ through unselfish 
leadership. Awards could be organized on a 
community-wide basis in any part of the state, 
until such time as the spirit of cooperation 
could be made state-wide. This is work for 
young people, with plenty of energy, imagina- 
tion, and zest for fellowship. 


Missouri Has Success 
With Attendance Plan 


The Missouri Council of Churches has found 
a partial solution to the problem of increasing 
church and Sunday school attendance among 
boys and girls with their ‘Attendance Plan,” 
used in cooperation with the public schools. 

Miss Martha M. Miller, Children’s Worker 
of the Missouri Council, conducted experiments 
with the plan in 30 public schools in her own 
county during the winter of 1945, and found 
that through the use of of the plan in those 
schools Sunday school attendance increased 
about 20 percent. 

The plan makes any child, regardless of his 
faith, eligible for an award if he attends reli- 
gious services. regularly. 

The procedure calls first for an endorsement 
of the plan by the county public school super- 
intendent. The teachers are then furnished with 
attendance cards for each child in the elemen- 
tary grades. Each Monday morning the teacher 
asks each child to mark his Sunday school 
attendance of the day before on his card. The 
plan begins the first Sunday in October and 
continues for twenty-five Sundays. Awards are 
given on the basis of the number of Sundays 
attended. 

Last year twelve Missouri counties used the 
plan. This year the number has increased to 
20.—Federal Council Bulletin. 


Prayers For Funeral Services 
CHARLES F. BANNING, D.D. 
I. The Mysterious Interweaving. 


DEAR HEAVENLY FATHER, we thank 
Thee for Thy mysterious gift of life; for con- 
sciousness in the mind of man, for devotion in 
the heart; for all the deep inward stirrings of 
the spirit which impel man into Thy presence. 
We thank Thee for the mysterious interweaving 
of spirit with spirit, for the pattern which 1s 
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humanity, made up of so many threads of life, 
loved and loving. We thank Thee that Thou 
hast infinitely enriched the pattern of human 
living by the gift of Thy Son, whose deathless 
and changeless love is powerful to guide and 
strengthen the wavering faith of mankind. 

We thank Thee, our Father, for that which 
we see as death, knowing it to be but the portal 
opening into a fellowship unimagined. Al- 
though we cannot foresee the beauty and the 
creative stirrings of that fellowship of love, 
we trust in Thy goodness and mercy to so infuse 
the life pattern of that future that its joys shall 
be beyond the highest joy that mortal mind 
can know. 

Into Thy loving hands, Father, we would 
commit all, believing where we cannot prove, 
trusting where we cannot even feel our way.— 
Amen. 


II. The Spring of the Year. 


O GOD, who hast placed in our hearts such 
unutterable longings for communion with 
those who have departed, make us to see more 
clearly, that we may understand that our very 
longings are the most sure answer to our ques- 
tionings. There is much that we cannot know; 
but as our Master hath taught by His words 
and His love, thou our Father, infinite in love 
and pity, will not enforce lasting separation. 
The lonely heart of humanity cries out to Thee, 
O Father; its cry is answered in Thy love. As 
the opening buds and awakening life of spring 
reassure us that life does not end, but is ever 
renewed, so Thy mercy and love awaken in our 
hearts and minds the sure faith that death is 
but the doorway into abodes of life more 
brightly lighted by Thy presence. 

Into Thy lands of love, our Father, we com- 
mit all our hopes and destinies, in the loving 
and abiding trust that Thou wilt not fail us 
nor ever forsake us.—Amen. 


Religious Radio 
What To Do and How 


This is the title of a new volume issued by 
Harper & Brothers, publication date, January 
7, 1948, and will be welcomed by religious 
leaders everywhere, determined to utilize the 
medium of radio in religious education for 
adults as well as children. 

- Readers interested in practical suggestions on 
this all important subject, will feel assured that 
this volume is practical, when they read that 
“Religious Radio: What To Do and How” is 
the result of the combined efforts of three ex- 
perienced executives in the field of Religious 
Radio— 
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Everett C. Parker 

Director of the Joint Religious Radio Committee 

Elinor Inman 

Director of Religious Broadcasts 

Columbia Broadcasting System 

Ross Snyder 

Associate Professor of Religious Education, 

The Federated Theological Faculty of the Univer- 

sity of Chicago; and Dean of the Religious Radio 

Workshop, University of Chicago 

The volume is made up of five sections, each 
with individual chapters related to the Section 
Subject Matter— 

Section One: Religious Radio Programming 
for the Total Community. 

I. Religious Programming to Reach All 
Groups in the Community. 

II. Types of Programs. 

Section Two: The Service Goals of Reli- 
gious Broadcasting. 

III. Religious Interpretation and Communi- 
cation of Faith. 

IV. Emotional Identification and Belonging. 

V. The Worship Method of Handling Life. 

Section Three: Writing Your Program. 

VI. Getting Ready to Write. 

VII. Writing for Radio. 

VIII. The Radio Sermon. 

TX. Building Programs of Group Thinking. 

X. The Dramatic Narrative. 

XI. The Radio Service of Worship. 

Sections Four and Five contain six more chap- 
ters of equally vital and practical nature, fol- 
lowed by five and one-half pages of detailed 
index> The book contains 271 pages, and is 
$3.00. The importance of Radio in the Com- 
munication of Ideas is discussed in the four- 
page Introduction. 


Your Audience 


The audience to whom a minister preaches 
on Sundays, morning and evening, pro ably at 
special services duting the week, is, by and 
large, the public. 

A journalist, who writes general sales and 
advertising tips, has this to say about the people 
who make up the pwblic. “It still takes all 
kinds of people to make up the world. The — 
public, being made of differing individuals, is 
naturally interested in all sorts of things. Some 
of its interests are directly opposed to others; 
in one mood it likes peace and order, in an- 
other riotous excitement. 

“No matter how. many questionnaires the — 


public answers, it can’t tell ‘all’ about its reac- 


tions, because, like the individuals who com- ; 
pose it, it doesn’t know everything about its 
own nature, i a 


™~ 
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| “The public may worship success, yet one 
f its greatest tributes was given to a general 
yho was obliged to surrender. It may read 
‘ewspapers overwhelmingly favorable to one 
litical party, and at the next national election 
weep the opponents of that party into office. 
irequently the public patronizes what it does 
ot approve, encourages public speakers by its 
pplause with whom it fundamentally dis- 
grees; reads best, sellers it does not like. It 
trongly advocates truth in advertising, yet may 
espond to advertisements that promise spec- 
acular and thrilling values, “just to see if 
here’s anything in it.” 

“Credulous and skeptical by turns, sometimes 
avish, often penurious, searching for perma- 
vent values or transient excitement, the pxblic 
s infinitely complex. It has nerves, moods, 
emperament and, sometimes, tantrums. The 
haracter of artless simplicity and limited men- 
ality sometimes ascribed to the public is far 
om the much more interesting—and more 
lifficult—truth —Philip Mann. 

From the minister's point of vantage, the 
mublic sitting in the pews of the church has 
‘ome to hear and see a chapter in a serial, or 
ontinued story; having been present at many 
atlier chapters. Today’s presentation is heard, 
riewed, and accepted in the light of earlier 
hapters,—PLUS what was heard, seen, and 
*xperienced in daily living since that time. To 
he local church members, the minister is one 
of the stars in the unfolding of the daily drama 
of life. What he preaches from the pulpit, is 
nterpreted as an integral part of that star role. 
Too many of us lose sight of that fact—mM. L. 
Richards. 


Use of Words | 


In looking over many Church bulletins, and 
reading articles and sermons, both in manu- 
script form and printed in publications, one 
wonders if there is need for emphasis on the 
selection of “known” words, beyond geen 
he simple fact. Probably this should be dra- 
matized, in order to impress the need upon 
those who “‘traffic in words.” 

True, looking up “unfamiliar words” in the 
lictionary is good training, since it broadens 
yne’s knowledge of words; some say, broadens 
gne’s vocabulary. We question the latter, 
ince few people add words to their vocabu- 
ary without being familiar with the definition 
and the connotation, hence the result is merely 
at someone has learned the word is in the 
lictionary. ; 
However, few every-day readers (in our 1n- 
ance, Church-goers) have dictionaries at 
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hand, so the word or words not familiar to 
them can be looked up. Only an optimist, 
dealing in theory of life, would choose words 
on the premise that the reader is seated near a 
desk, where his hand may slide over to the 
dictionary, when he comes across a word that 
“would add to his knowledge.” Living is not 
that way; people, who live about us, work at 
the simple business of the demands of life, and 
most of them do not have a dictionary at hand. 
$64.00 words are amusing, entertaining, or 
perhaps educational on radio programs; they 
are none of these things in sermons, or prayers, 
which are spoken or written to convey the love 
of God, and His plan of salvation, to ordinary 
humans, who fill our churches, our pulpits, and 
publication offices. 

Said the scientist to the druggist: “Give me 
some prepared monceticacidester of salicylic 
acid.” 

“Do you mean aspirin?” asked the druggist. 

“That's right! I can never think of that 
name.” 

ein eae 

Said the chemist to the grocer: ‘What types 
of detergent agencies do you have in stock?” 

“What do you want to use it for?” said the 
grocer. 

“Mollescent for tallow jars.” 

“Won't soap or lye do it?” asked the grocer. 

“Of course, but I can’t remember the 
brands.” 


Children 


“If we had paid no more attention to our 
plants than we have to our children, we would 
now be living in a jungle of weeds.”—Luther 
Burbank. 


“The apathy and indifference of the 
churches constitute the chief asset of the 
liquor interests.” —Snowden. 


“God never alters the robe of righteousness 
to fit the man, but the man to fit the robe — 
Anon. 


“Tt can be said with complete candor that 
Christianity will take this world captive by the 
lives it produces, not by the arguments it 
offers.” —Roy L. Smith. 


“T had six honest serving men. 
They taught me all I knew: 

Their names were What and Why and When, 
And How and Where and Who.” 

~ Kipling. 

“You have only one brain, with which to 
direct your accomplishments. Take care of it 
by using it wisely.” 
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Mark 8:36. 


MONG recent books is one entitled 

STOP LOOKING AND LISTEN. It is 

from the pen of a former agnostic, Chad 
Walsh by name. In a review appear these 
words: ‘The author, a former agnostic, writes 
to show other unbelieving sophisticates that 
Christianity makes sense, as their unbelief does 
not...” The young professor of English at 
Beloit tried alternatives to Christianity, and 
returned with humbled heart and stirred. mind 
to the faith and Church of his fathers. 

‘Indeed’, says the Lord Jesus, ‘““What does it 
profit a man to gain the whole world and for- 
feit his life?’ He has just told His disciples 
that He must go to Jerusalem and to a Cross; 
that He must die. Peter attempts to dissuade 
Him. He is so young, and there must be some 
other way! But the Master rebukes Peter and 
only sets His face more resolutely towards the 
goal of His ministry. Sacrifice is the law of 
His Kingdom. Self-denial is the condition of 
entrance into it. And the Lord turns to those 
about Him with that startling question of the 
ages: ‘‘What shall you be advantaged if you 
gain the world of things and forfeit your life, 
your very self-respect?” 

Does not this query of Jesus point up the 
common sense of being a Christian? The fact 
is that only Christianity makes sense and 
that all else is nonsense. 


Sane and Spiritual 

To begin with, to be a follower and disciple 
of Jesus Christ affords me a sane and spiritual 
outlook on the world of men and things! It 
gives me a sublime vantage point from which 
to think out and live out. I once heard of a 
man who spoke of the advantage of being an 
agnostic! He openly boasted of throwing all 
teligious faith overboard. Why be bothered 
with God, and long, long thoughts of Jesus, 


First Congregational Church 
Braintree, Mass. 
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BEING A CHRISTIAN 


AARON N. MECKEL 


sin, eternal life, the Church? Ah, if it were 
only as simple as that! Only the exceedingly 
gullible will be taken in by such false reason- 
ing. General MacArthur has reminded us- 
that man is inherently theological by nature, 
that his problems are basically and ultimately 
theological. He cannot live zestfully, and 
creatively with a moral cipher at the heart of 
him. And what is more, our worldly-wiseling 
only forsakes the God and Bible and Church 
of his fathers to become enslaved by lesser 
divinities, and to bow the knee to a false god. 
‘Man cannot live by bread alone’, said Jesus. 
And he cannot. Only Christianity makes sense! 

This line of reasoning is not over-simplifica- 
tion! Christian faith is not a magic wand that 
waves away every problem and difficulty in 
life. There are always interstices in a rich 
and full-orbed faith, filled with the further 
element of mystery and wonder! Thou art 
in Heaven and I am on the earth! However, 
in Jesus Christ, God gives me a clue and a 
key to life’s inner meaning and Glory. In Him 
I find Life, and Light and Love to live by. “We 
see not yet all things put under His feet, but 
we see Jesus’, sang the first Christians. The 
baffling mysteries of life were ‘“‘uncoded” in 
Him. The universe was gathered up in that 
“one Face’. Outside that divine ae there 
is only death. A dull yarn. An aching void! 
Thus, William Dean Howells once wrote: 

If I lay waste and wither up with doubt 

The blessed fields of heaven where once my 

Faith 

Possessed itself serenely safe from death; 

If I deny things past finding out; 

Or if I orphan my own soul from One 
That seemed a Father, and make void the place 
Within me where He dwelt in Power and 

Grace, ; 
What do I gain by what I have undone?” 


Yes, what shall it profit me, if I gain the chaff 


of the world’s doubt and unbelief, and forfeit 
= 


—my life? ; 
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It Gives Direction 


Being a Christian also makes sense, in that 

affords me a heightened sense of moral and 
pititual direction for day by day living. This 
ge of ours is as muddled and confused as it is 
pphisticated! Thousands have thrown what- 
ver moral chart and compass they once had 
verboard. The wreckage drifts in with every 
de and litters the beaches of life. The so- 
alled ‘‘fast livers” peddle their wares on al- 
1ost every street corner, heralding the doctrine 
mat you can cut the corners of life, ethically 
Seaking, and get away with it. These high 
tiests and hedonism insist happiness comes 
tom having your fling when you are so in- 
lined, and that religion and morality are for 
ne aged and decrepit, and not for the red- 
looded and young. Says Dr. Henry Link, ’’As 
lan’s anti-social drives are released, he inevit- 
bly devises high-sounding ideologies to ration- 
lize his barbarisms.’’ It is so much more 
soothing” to be told that you are ‘‘malad- 
isted” than that you are downright sinful! 
‘he fact is, there is a residuum of the anarchist 
nd rebel in each of us that likes to scoff at 
that is labeled an “‘out-moded Puritanism”, 
jith its forthright demand on us for clean and 
bove-board living. It’s so much easier to 
ebunk the Puritans than to accept the chal- 
snge of the Sermon on the Mount! 

But it is when I see the wretchedness of the 
free lancers’’ and the do-as-you-please advo- 
ates, that I come to abhor their cheap stock in 
ade. See them clutter up the divorce courts, 
nd stream into the offices of the psycho- 
nalysts! One rather salutes the fine common 
snse of the Sunday School boy, who was over- 
eard to say, ‘I’m a Christian because it is a 
eap more fun being a Christian than it is go- 
ig to the devil.” : 

As a follower of the Way of Christ, I thank 
od for One who opened up for us a new 
ad living way wherein we may walk. For 


ine who set us an example that we might _ 


slow in His steps. The Christian, at least, 
as this advantage over the worldling: that he 
oes not need to “extemporize’’ his way into 
ean, abundant living. He needn’t begin at 
atch in his effort to live a Christian life. 
he mighty Pioneer of his Faith has gone be- 
sre Him, blazing out the trail and charting 
e way. Through surrender, he has let the 

ster instil a new and redemptive center 
him from which the moral and ethical 
fe takes its rise. By associating himself with 
ie Church, he is a covenant member of an in- 
ed community which makes a specialty of 
ping and keeping people on the Narrow 
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Way that leadeth unto Life. 
moral orphan. 

Being a Christian, then, however faulty, 
affords me a sense of moral and spiritual direc- 
tion for living. It alone makes sense. All else 
is nonsense. 


He is no longer a 


It Faces Facts Hopefully 


It keeps me out of the already swollen ranks 
of defeatists, cranks and cynics, when it comes 
to the future destiny of the human race! ‘’The 
times ate good’, said Emerson, “if only we 
knew what to do with them”. You have prob- 
ably heard of the public speaker who never 
counted any address he made a success unless 
it rained down the fire of Heaven upon at 
least six evils! It is so much easier to let 
one’s judgment curdle into cynicism about the 
condition of mankind than to take a construc- 
tive, helpful, hopeful attitude. “But”, replies 
someone, “I don’t want to deal in illusions. I 
want the facts, no matter how distasteful.” To 
which we reply, “Precisely; and that is a reason 
for which each of us ought to be an out-and- 
out Christian. For the religion of Jesus Christ 
faces up to the tragic facts of contemporary 
life, but ever hopefully, in the light of the 
Christian revelation.” 

Consider this experience of a New York 
minister who visited London in the early days 
of the blitz. Destruction and evidence of suf- 
fering were on every hand. People’s faces 
looked drawn and tired. Standing at Marble 
Arch Corner in Hyde Park, he heard an athiest 
shout, ““T'wo world wars in a single generation 
have finally discredited Christ and Christian- 
ity’. There was a murmur of assent on the 
part of bystanders. Inwardly dejected and dis- 
couraged that minister went on his way. Could 
it be that these disbelievers were right and 
Christ wrong? Had a heritage and a history 
of almost twenty centuries been discredited ? 
And then quite suddenly, it seemed, a revela- 
tion from Heaven flashed upon him. It 
straightened out his muddled thinking; it 
strengthened the feeble knees. Again he looked 
at the sand bags and rubble, but this time he 
heard himself replying, “You say that two 
world wars in one generation have discredited 
Christ and Christianity. Rather have they cor- 
roborated Christ and Christianity, for was it 
not He who said, “Therefore whosoever heareth 


these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, 


shall be likened unto a foolish man, who built 
his house upon the sand. And the rain de- 
scended and the floods came, and the winds 
blew and beat upon that house; and it fell, and 
great was the fall thereof.’” One is forcibly 
reminded of the blunt statement in Psalm. 
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106:15—‘‘He gave them their request, but He 
sent leanness into their soul!” Dr. Harry 
Emerson Fosdick quotes L. P. Jacks of Oxford 
University as saying, during the days of the 
First World War, that he could not ‘get away 
from the feeling that I am in the presence of 
some colossal stupidity’. “Go ahead on your 
international sprees’, God would seem to be 
saying to the rulers and people of the world; 
“but bear in mind that you must take the con- 
sequences”. In fact, right now in these con- 
fused and disappointing post-war years, is not 
Jesus reminding us that it shall profit us noth- 
ing if we gain the world of military might, 
rich possessions, treaties written with tongue 
in cheek, the atomic bomb, and lose our self- 
respect? Set it down again and again that only 
Christianity, and what it stands for in the 
lives of men and nations, makes sense! All 
else—the easy subterfuges, the weasel words 
and the scurrilous lies—make for nonsense, and 
dangerous nonsense, at that! 

Better far to put your trust in a Kingdom, a 
reign of God, within our human history, and 
yet extending beyond it for its ultimate fulfill- 
ment. To put your trust in a divine history 
with a Cross and a resurrection, a Calvary and 
an Easter at the heart of it,—that, too, makes 
for sense and hope! To appraise the historical 


process and to see its consummation, in terms 
of the highest and most creative moments, 


rather than its dark ages,—that is to hold with 


Tennyson, that— 


“Nothing walks with aimless feet, 
That not one life shall be destroyed 
Or cast as rubbish to the void, 
When God hath made the pile 

complete.” 


George A. Buttrick tells of the Cornishman 
who was taunted by a visitor, on the dearth of 
worldly pleasures in his country. Quietly 
came the reply: “My lord, something over a 
hundred years ago a man named John Wesley 
came to these parts’. 

Even so, we are to remember in this age of 
the atomic bomb, and of fear and frustration 
on every hand, that One, even Christ Jesus, 
entered into the turbid stream of our humanity 
somewhere over 1900 years ago. Light has 
appeared in the midst of our human darkness, 
and the darkness can never put it out! He is 
here, if we will only let Him, close beside us, 
as we join in the battle of Good against Evil. 
In Him will God, at the last, “make the pile 
complete’. In the inspired words of the dying 
Wesley, “The best of all is that God is with us!” 
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TRUTH AND FREEDOM 


EDWARD LAIRD MILLS 


Text: John 8:32; And ye shall know the 
truth, and the truth shall make you free. 


N THE Bible the words, God, truth, free- 
dom, are closely connected. The Psalmist 
reminds his readers that God’s truth shall 

be their shield and buckler. The word “truth” 
was frequently used by Jesus and His person- 
ality and teachings often reminded many of it. 
One day a Scribe, after listening to a summary 
of the commandments from the lips of Jesus, 
remarked, ‘““Well, Master, Thou hast said the 
truth.” Such an expression of belief in the 
validity of the Mastet’s position elicited the 
assurance, ‘Thou art not far from the kingdom 
of God.” Later on, Thomas, hesitating, said, 
“Lord, we know not whither thou goest, and 
how can we know the way?” Which query 
evoked the unforgettable affirmation: “I am 
the Way, the Truth, and the Life.’ Just before 
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His tragic death, Jesus said to His disciples, 
“I have many things to say unto you, but ye 
cannot bear them now; howbeit, when the 
spirit of truth is come, he will guide you into 
all truth.” And speaking to Pilate, that his- 
toric compound of wickedness and weakness, 
Jesus bore this testimony, “To this end was I 
born, and for this cause came I into the world, 
that I should bear witness to the truth.” 


Pilate’s question in reply, ‘What is truth?” 


may well be ours. The following is suggested 


as a tentative answer: ‘Truth is that interpre-— 


tation of life which includes all the facts, and 
is in harmony with them—a philosophy of 
_existence that accords with the nature of 
things. 
istence, which contains more or less truth, and 
the amount of truth in his philosophy condi- 
tions the amount of freedom he enjoys in life. 
The heathen, for instance, who believes every 


Every man has a philosophy of ex- 


act of Nature to be the arbitrary act of some 
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particular god, who thinks that the gods are 
against him, and that they must be propitiated, 
and favors solicited from them, is not free. 
‘The early Hebrews, who believed that every 
act of Nature was: an arbitrary act of the one 
‘God, and that misfortune was a punishment 
for wickedness, and prosperity a sure evidence 
of divine favor, were not free either. Not until 
the coming of the prophet Amos, were they 
liberated from this erroneous conception, and 
in popular thought it persisted down to the 
time of Jesus, as is indicated by the question 
of the disciples concerning the man born 
blind, “Master, who did sin, this man or his 
parents?” The creed of the modern scientific 
man is expressed in the phrase, the reign of 
law. In his thought the universe is a vast 
machine, probably without an engineer, quite 
surely without any benevolent purpose behind 
it. This view is the prolific parent of pessi- 
mism and despair. George John Romans 
quotes the following lines from the French: 


“Life is vain. Life is brief. A little of 
love. A little of hope. A little of hate. A 
little of grief. And then—Good Day! 
And then—Good Night.” 


He adds that they constitute a terse and true 
criticism of this life, without hope of a future 
one. Quite obviously the holder of such a 
creed cannot be free. The Christian, however, 
has a philosophy of life which is derived from 
the revelation of his Master. In that revelation, 
God is shown to be love as well as law. Not 
the reign of law, but the reign of a law-maker 
through law, is the truth of the matter. The 
universe has an engineer, and the engineer has 
a heart. He cares for sparrows, and the hairs 
of the head are all numbered. The man who 
holds such a creed is free, because he has the 
truth. He alone realizes that the inward facts 
of consciousness fit into the outward facts of 
experience, and that between him and the 
universe there is not friction, but harmony. 
That realization gives him health and happi- 
ness, poise and power. : 


The Truth Makes Free 


and the modern scientist (viz. atomic bomb 
hysteria) are all subject to fear because they 
do not know enough of the truth. We always 
fear what we do not know. A child dislikes 
to enter a dark room. Even a brave general 
feels some trepidation on the eve of an im- 
portant battle. You would feel a sense of feat 
if you were directed to go to New York City 
tomorrow and interview a prominent financial 
magnate whom you had never seen. You 
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would feel differently if you bore a letter of 
introduction from an intimate friend of his 
youth. The Christian confronts the universe 
with a note of introduction. In Jesus Christ 
we behold what has been well called, “the un- 
veiling of the Father.” We become sure that 
this is a friendly world, and that we may trust 
ourselves to it. In the exquisite lines of Maltbie 
Babcock: 


“This is my Father’s world, 
I rest me in the thought 
Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas, 
His hand the wonders wrought. 


Job’s exhortation, “Acquaint now thyself 
with God, and be at peace,” becomes no longer 
difficult nor impossible to obey. We inquire ~ 
with the poet if there can be “Peace, perfect 
peace, with the future all unknown?” and with 
serene assurance we join in his reply, ‘Jesus 
we know, and He is on the throne.” We 
unite with all confidence in the confession of 
St. Paul, “I know whom I have believed, and 
am persuaded that he is able to keep that which 
I have committed unto him against that day.” 

From Despair. Despair is fear raised to its 
highest power. It cuts the wings of the soul, 
for we are saved by hope. While modern 
science has relieved us from superstition, it has 
deepened our gloom. Most of the advance in 
knowledge in recent years has been along ma- 
terial lines. We know little more than the 
ancients concerning the ultimate mystery of 
existence. A lecture on “Immortality” pub- 
lished in the 20th century which chooses to 
ignore the Christian revelation, reaches the 
same conclusions as those expressed: by Cicero 
2,000 years ago, and necessarily so. We live 
“in a world of cosmic force,” whose immensity 
overwhelms us. We feel our utter insignif- 
icance. If weight and bulk be standards, then 
we must cry with the Psalmist, “What is man 
that thou are mindful of him? and the son of 
man that thou visitest Him?’ If Jesus were out 
of the world, the outlook would be hopeless, 
for nature pays no attention to moral distinc- 
tions. The shock of the earthquake, the erup- 


~ tion of the volcano, the rush of the cyclone, the 
From Fear. The savage, the early Hebrew, 


smash of tidal waves, affect equally the man of 
pure motives and godly life, the criminal, and_ 
the debauchee. 

When we ask, “What is the meaning of it 
all?” materialistic thinking is silent. If phys- 
ical standards are all, then we are in utter 
despair. But Jesus says, “My brother,” and 
that word restores the equilibrium. One man — 
balances a world. Material standards are not 
all; there are spiritual standards. Intellect, 
affection, will, conscience, forever lift men 
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above the standards of weight and bulk. Thus 
truth frees us. God is, God is Good, God 
values me, and in the long run, counting both 
worlds, Godliness does pay. . The story of Job 
in the Old Testament, and of Lazarus in the 
New, illustrate the fact that a man of upright 
life and loving spirit, though without wealth, 
though afflicted by disease, and despised by the 
majority of men, may yet live a transcendent 
life, one that is immeasurably superior to that 
devoted to merely physical comfort. Only a 
Christian can really believe that ‘‘man is mon- 
arch of all he surveys,’ or can have faith in 
democracy as a way of life. 

The truth frees us from despair of the 
- future. The world is dying. Paul’s word, 
“the fashion of this world passeth away,” is 
correct. We are dead to the thoughts of the 
middle ages. Whether this planet will freeze 
up, or burn up, or go to smash in a collision 
with some other body, is uncertain but the end 
is sure. Men die. The cities of the dead are 
the only cities that are sure of increasing popu- 
lation. “The paths of glory lead but to the 
gtave,” and we realize the force of Peter's 
saying that, “All flesh is as grass; the grass 
withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away.” 
James asks, ““What is your life?” and answers 
his question by saying that it is a vapor, 
which soon vanishes away. In every memory 
there is a gallery where hang the pictures of 
those “whom we have loved long since, and 
lost awhile.” Ever and anon we long for the 
touch of vanished hands, and the sound of 
voices that have been hushed in the long 
silence. We are dying ourselves. Every few 
years the bodies in which we tabernacle must 
be renewed. For most of us, the characteristic 
experiences of babyhood have gone forever. 
Some of us will never again experience the 
distinctive feelings of youth. There are others 
to whom even the life of middle age has passed 
away. In the midst of all this, we hear the 
words of Jesus: ‘‘I am the resurrection and the 
life,” “In my Father's house are many man- 
sions,” “Until.” Thus we are enabled to enjoy 
the blessings of hope. 

From Sin. The fear and despair from which 
truth frees us are due, not merely to the ex- 
ternal world in which we live, but to the sense 
of moral dislocation within. There is poor 
psychology in Hamlet’s remark, ‘The times are 
out of joint, oh, cursed spite, that I was ever 
born to set them right.” The times were not 
out of joint; Hamlet was out of joint. The 
trouble was in himself. A man sees in a pic- 
ture, a landscape, or the world outside, pretty 
much what he is within. 
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Advance in physics, chemistry and biology 
have not helped us in this matter and the con- 
tribution of psychiatry has been over-rated. In 
the felicitous words of Woodrow Wilson, 
“Science has won for us a great liberty in the 
physical world, a liberty from superstitious 
fear and from disease, a freedom to use nature 
as a familiar servant, but it has not freed us 
from ourselves; it has not purged us of pas- 
sion, or disposed us to virtue; it has not made 
us less covetous or less ambitious, or less self- 
indulgent.” Men have always fought for free- 
dom. ‘They knew it was a good thing. His- 
tory’s pages are adorned with the names of 
those who have died in order that men might 
have the privilege of freedom in worship. This 
and other liberties must be partial, incomplete 
and unsatisfactory until man conquers himself. 
He is a sinner, and unless some way can be 
devised for releasing him from the grip of 
those forces which are taking him down, his 
future is hopeless. He is a slave to wrong in 
thought and action. He must say with Paul, 
“The good that I would, that I do not; the 
evil that I would not, that I do.” He needs 
reinforcements—the lifting power of a heaven- 
ly gravitation. At this juncture the voice of 
Jesus whispers, “I am come to seek and to 
save that which was lost.” You may be good, 
you are the son of God, live like one. Lay 
aside the weights that hamper you and cut the 
cords that tie you to a lower life. “Live in the 
top story,” and with divine help work out 
your immortal destiny. Thus, the truth as it 
is in Jesus frees men from bondage to evil. 

One must know the truth. Henry Ward 
Beecher was on a federal warship lying off 
Charleston, S. C., when the news of the eman- 
cipation proclamation reached that city. He 
describes the joy of the poor blacks when they 
heard the news, as being profound to the point 
of pathos. They were free and they knew it. 
Back in the interior there were thousands of 
other negroes who were equally free, but who 
did not know it. Therefore, they were denied 
the joy which came through a realization of 
the truth. 
men free. That fact lends unusual significance 
to the promise of Jesus “Ye shall know the 
truth, and the truth shall make you free.” 
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It is only known truth that makes _ 
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THIS IS THE KING 


ELVIS H. EGGE 


Text: “This is the King...” Luke 13:38. 


OW strange for a nation to kill its king 
instead of acclaiming him. However, 
history does contain a few such stories. 

But nearly always these occurrences came as a 
climax in reigns of oppression and injustice. 
{n fury and rage the people would rise up and 
throw off the galling bonds their monarchs 
nad placed on them. Notable examples are 
charles I of England and Louis XVI of 
4rance, together with Marie, his queen. 

The Scripture in which we find our text 
oresents a vivid scene. As we gaze upon it we 
ue impressed with an even greater strange- 
vss. For never did a truer King live in all 
he ages. This King had done nothing worthy 
of death. Even Pilate, His judge, protested 
epeatedly , “I find no crime in this man.” 
stranger still was the method used in His 
xecution. It was not one that befitted a high 
wx noble person but, rather, it was the cruel 
Xoman cross. Crucifixion was a type of execu- 
ion used only for slaves or revolutionaries 
vhose end was intended to be marked by 
pecial infamy. 

Note the superscription. He was declared 
sing in all three of the great languages of the 
ncient world. The great language of reli- 
ious thought, Hebrew; the language of cul- 
ire, Greek; and the language of law and gov- 
rnment, Latin—all three, declared Him to be 
ing! How descriptive; how fitting this is! 
; it not true that in the religious sphere He is 


ing? He is the King of salvation, holiness 
ad love. In the realm of culture, is He not 
ing? Vast treasures of art, of music, of lit- 


ature, and of philosophy belong to Him. Is 
le not King in the political sphere? He is 


sclared ‘King of kings and Lord of Lords.” — 


e is entitled to rule in all the activities of 
en, in all their commercial, social and eco- 
ymic relationships. True enough, all things 
we not yet been put under subjection to Him. 
it the process is becoming ever increasingly 
eater. Christ’s name is travelling in wider 
d wider circles over the earth. Multitudes 
e learning to pronounce it and are yielding 
eir allegiance to Him. Thus Pilate’s prophecy 
being steadily fulfilled. 

Around the cross are several groups. To 
ch group Jesus is a king, whether they think 
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of Him as such or not. But how vastly dif- 
ferent are their thoughts concerning Jesus. 


A Mock King 

One group at the cross had already pro- 
claimed Him, and loudly, as King—but their 
voices had rung with mockery. After Jesus 
had been scourged, He was taken into the 
soldiers’ quarters so all could enjoy the spec- 
tacle. These Roman mercenaries crowded 
around to gloat over His sufferings and to turn 
His agony and His shame into brutal mockery. 
They understood enough of the court proceed- 
ings to know that the charge against Jesus was 
that He pretended to be a king. Out of con- 
tempt and scorn they heaped insult upon insult 
on Him. So, He claimed to be a king? Then 
a king He would be! What a comedy of 
mockery followed. Never has the world wit- 
nessed such a coronation scene. An old cast- 
off officer’s cloak became the robe of royal 
purple. A king needs a crown! A crown He 
would have! So some thorny briars obtained 
in the courtyard were formed into a crudely 
shaped crown and pressed down on His head. 
No king can be properly arrayed without a 
sceptre! So a heavy reed was thrust into His 
hand. Having dressed the mock king up, they 
gave Him homage that dripped with derision. 
One after another they stepped forward, bent 
low, and with mock solemnity said, ‘Hail, 
King of the Jews!’ Then, with a burst of 
scornful laughter, they took the reed and smote 
Him on the head. Then their shameful buf- 
foonery reached its lowest depths. They cov- 
ered His blessed face with their filthy spittle! 
_ Thus the Roman soldiers treated Jesus. They 
thought to mock heaven’s appointed King with 
royal purple and a crown of thorns. With 
jeers they scorned the nationality of God’s 
promised Messiah. With cruel smiting and 
spitting upon, they insulted the manhood of 
the Son of Man. With mocking worship they 
blasphemed the deity of the Son of God. 


A Despised and Rejected King 


To the Jewish religious leaders Jesus became 
a despised and rejected King. They had de- 
cided they did not want the kind of king Jesus 
had come to be. He had preached repentance. 
What an insult! They, faithful and diligent 
religionists, had no need of it. He had preached _ 
a spiritual kingdom. No! It must be a visible 
and material kingdom or they would have ~ 
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none of it. He had preached the necessity for 
humility, which teaching had come into violent 
conflict with their religious pride and_ self- 
tighteousness. Their growing bitterness and 
hatred had finally caused them to determine to 
kill Him, 

Observe them as they, with wilful resolution, 
reject their King and before Pilate choose 
Caesar instead. Pilate had taken the thorn- 
crowned, bleeding sufferer and presented Him 
to the crowd and taunted them by saying, 
“Here is your King!” With anger they cried, 
“Away with him, away with him, crucify him!’ 
With tormenting persistence he asked, “What! 
Shall I crucify your King?” Thoroughly fur- 
ious, they proclaimed with a shout, “We have 
no king but Caesar !”’ 

This was a fateful renunciation. For by 
choosing Caesar, instead of Christ, they closed 
their hearts against the Messianic Hope of 
Israel. They sold out their national honor to 
a pagan nation and bowed to a pagan king. 
Thus those who were once God’s Chosen 
People became separated from His favor. 
Since that hour till now, the irony of fate 
still rests upon them. 

As Jesus hung upon the cross they gloated 
over the sufferings of their victim. All sense 
of decency was gone. They were unwilling to 
let Jesus die in peace. They poured out to 
Him their contemptuous jeets. They pelted 
Him in every tone of mockety. “He saved 
others; He cannot save Himself. He is the 
King of Israel; let Him come down now from 
the cross, and we will believe in Him.” Their 
maliciousness became blasphemy. “He trusts 
in God; let God deliver Him now, if He de- 
sires Him.” Thus despised, they esteemed 
Him not. “His own people received Him not.” 
He had become to them a stumbling block. 


A Forsaken King 


All the apostles had forsaken their Lord and 
had fled, leaving Him to meet His fate alone. 
How keenly must our Lord have felt their 
desertion. Even His best friends had aban- 
doned Him. Peter had followed afar off, then 
had denied Him. Perhaps even then, as his 
Lord was suspended in agony on the cross, 
Peter was weeping bitter tears of repentance. 
The others were scattered, doubtless in hiding, 
fearful for their lives. Only John, having 
returned after throwing off his initial panic, 
was at the cross and saw his Master die. 


A Received King 


There was one soul at the cross who, even 
in face of His pace defeat, believed on 
Christ and received Him as his King. This is 
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tion in this world. 


one of the greatest examples of faith in all 
the Bible. He had doubtless learned of 
Christ’s pretensions from the inscription and 
from the cries of His enemies. He had become 
impressed with Christ's demeanor and prayer 
of forgiveness. In that hour he felt the fear 
of God. We see repentance in his reproof 
of his comrade, “Do you not fear God?” God, 
who had been all but forgotten in his life, was 
now vety near. As is always the case when © 
God is neat, he saw his own sinfulness. He 
confessed it and separated himself from it. 
Then, he revealed, simply and humbly, his 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. With fearless 
confidence and directness he acknowledged 
Jesus as King. He saw that Christ had power 
to save even without coming down from the 
cross. He saw that He was King with a king- 
dom of the spirit. So with full faith he leaned 
upon the sovereign power of Christ. 

What must it have meant to Jesus? For- 
sakened by His disciples, buffeted about, 
scorned, spat upon, and suddenly this flame of 
light, a sinner recognizing His redeeming King- 
ship, and flinging himself out upon his mercy. 
What joy it gave Him to assure the dying sin- 
ner of salvation. 


A Triumphant King 
All who beheld Jesus dying would have said, 
“Here is the perfect picture of absolute defeat.” 
But as we gaze from our present position across 
the ages to the cross, we rejoice and thrill to 
hear the vibrant ring in Christ’s shout of vic- 
tory and triumph, “It is finished!” Thus He 
expressed His gratification that He had per- 
fectly fulfilled the covenant of redemption 
which He made with the Father. Having 
drunk the large, black and bitter draught, He 
flung the cup away and cried, “It is finished!” 
In this manner death became His glory; for 
by it atonement was made for the sins of the 
whole world. ' 
However, it was the resurrection that cli- 
maxed His triumph. It was this fact that sent 
the disciples, full of faith and firm confidence, 
to proclaim a great salvation made possible by 
a triumphant, living King. So through all ages” 
He has been and is still being presented as the 
glorious King. 
A Reigning King 
To believers everywhere He is the reigning 
King. We do not simply revere the memory 
of a dead King but we worship and serve a 
living King, who, in a real sense, reigns. Each 
day He is bringing His Kingdom to a culmina- 
In spite of the resistance 
and conflict of this evil age, His triumph is. 
certain. a 
; a 
> 
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But the day will come when He will come 
in full actuality as the reigning King. He shall 
come in majestic glory and reign over all. 
Men who have rejected Him now will recog- 
nize, in some way, the Kingship of Christ; for 
to Him every knee shall bow. Then that 
mighty host of believers from every age will 
join their voices with those of the angels and 


burst forth in a mighty coronation hymn as 
Heaven S King is being crowned, Worthy is 
He to reign and rule forever and forever ! So, 
when we think of what is involved in the com- 
ing of our Lord to reign—of glory to God, of 
good to man—how can believers do otherwise 
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OUR PERFECT SALVATION 


W. R. SIEGART, D.D. 


Who delivered us from so great a death, and 
does deliver; in whom we trust that he will 
yet deliver us—II Cor. 1:10. 


O*: test of really great religion is its 
ability to give comfort and strength in 
the midst of trying situations, sorrow, 
grief and death. In the very beginning of his 
letter Paul strikes the keynote when he pens 
this precious verse: ‘The God of all comfort, 
who comforts us in all our tribulations, that 
we may be able to comfort them who are in 
any great trouble by the comfort wherewith we 
ourselves are comforted by God.” And surely 
that great procession of the saints of the Chris- 
tian Church in all ages, bears eloquent witness 
to the comforting message and hope of the 
Christians. 

Paul does not always talk about himself, but 
when he does he reveals something of his life 
and experiences which are worthwhile. Just 
before penning the verse of our text he tells of 
an experience which he had in Asia when he 
was near death’s door. This, he seems to have 
kept to himself-until now. As he reveals it, 
he has a purpose in telling the tale. It is to 
illustrate, by his own experience, the comfort 
and strength of which he speaks. And surely 
Paul realized as never before, when he was at 
the door of death, the comfort and strength of 
Christian salvation. It was such experiences 
with the actual living of Christian salvation 
that brought him to say just before his death: 
“I have fought a good fight, I have finished 
the course, I have kept the faith: henceforth 


there is laid up for me the crown of righteous- 


ness.” 

_ “Who delivered us.’ The deliverance of the 

Christ is an accomplished fact. The sacrifice 

aas been made and the redemption is here. 
1 the evidences of past experiences in and 
t of the Christian bid rises up in mighty 
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than say, “Amen; come, Lord Jesus!” “Truly, 
this is the King!” 
array to bear witness to this fact. One needs 


only to look back over his own life to see the 
turbulent and fretful moods of an unsaved 
soul. 

Biography reveals much about personal life. 
Two saints of the Church, Augustine and Am- 
brose, had mighty struggles of the soul. When 
they finally turned to the Christ, gave up 
wicked lives, and settled down to peace in the 
Christian Gospel, they learned the full meaning 
of the salvation of the Christ. In the begin- 
ning of his autobiography Augustine expresses 
the feeling of many such souls when he writes, 
“Thou hast made us for thyself, O God, and 
our souls are restless until they find their rest 
in. sUheé:’: 

Christian experience through all the ages 
confirms that statement. To have been deliy- 
ered from a life of sin, to have been rescued 
from despair and the brink of ruin by the 
Christ of God, and then in following Him to 
have come to the knowledge of a greater life 
and a more blessed, surely that past experience 
of all Christian souls bears witness that Paul 
speaks truly when he says, “Who hath deliv- 
ered us.” - 

In the midst of sore trial and trouble it does 
help us to look back at that noble army who 
fought in the good fight and who, by the 
power of the Christ, overcame. Then there 
comes to us a comforting assurance in the full 
contemplation of their faith and deliverance. 
In the midst of the assurance that our God hath 
delivered us in times past, we look with con- 
fident faith to the future, knowing that He will 
deliver us in the days to come. 

But our Christian faith is not simply a mere 
matter of memory. It is also a satisfied assur- 
ance of deliverance from the present tempta- 
tions and trials. It is not merely a preservation 
of past experiences, it is also a very present 
experience of joy, hope and happiness. 
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Because the immediate present is so neat 
and the load so often heavy to bear, we often 
fail to realize or understand the presence of 
God. Petrarch voiced the opinion of many 
when he wrote, “Our own age has always fe- 
pelled me, so that, had it not been for the love 
of those dear to me, I should have preferred to 
have been born in any other than our own.” 

To many of us yesterday seems more alluring 
than today. Often we feel unsatisfied with 
what we have in the present. Again many fe- 
member the past and seek the future, forgetting 
even the momentary present. The heartaches 
and trials of our present day seem so real that 
they push far from out minds all else which 
may seek a place there. Temptations and trib- 
ulations of the present seem so real that they 
tend to push all else aside. They lack the 
perspective of the past, and they are too real 
to have about them the hazy glow of the fu- 
ture. Thus for many people, today lacks 
romance and attractiveness. 

But here also is an important test of out 
religion. The trials, sorrows, temptations and 
gtiefs of the present, being so real and press- 
ing, we need a religion which is able to com- 
- fort and strengthen us in the midst of such 
sore trials of our faith. We must meet life in 
the present, no matter how it may come to us. 

Is it not wonderful, therefore, that we as 
Christians may turn to the Christ who said, 
“Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest,” not alone in 
the past or the future, but also in the immediate 
present. Or as Paul expresses it, “Doth de- 
liver.” Our religion is not merely a matter 
of history and hope. 

We need not be like the Duke of York in 
Shakespeare’s play, King Richard, who speaks to 
the Queen, saying, “Comfort’s in heaven, and 
we ate on the earth, where nothing lives but 
crosses, cares and grief.’ Accepting the invita- 
tion of the Christ. to come, we find rest, com- 
fort and strength in the immediate present, in 
the midst of life as it is, and we, too, say with 
Paul, “He doth deliver us now.” 

It is on the basis of this present experience 
of salvation that all the great advances of the 
Christian Church and of Christians themselves 
have been made. It meets the challenge of life 
about it, and it matters not how great the strife 
or how dark and gloomy the day, Christians 
are able to hear the glorious promise af the 
Christ, “I go away, but I do not leave you com- 
_ fortless. Lo, I am with you always,” and the 
have gone forth with the confidence-of present 
salvation, and have shewed abroad the ee 
light of the Gospel day. Because Christians 
themselves have made great strides, they have 
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caused the Church to increase in every age since 
the sacrifice on Calvary. 

Our religion is not merely one of memory; 
it is also one which experience teaches us meets 
the needs of our present day life, and we all 
need the comfort and strength of the Christ 
to meet life as it comes to us day by day. 

With the memory of past salvation, and with 
our present experience of salvation, how much 
easier it is to look to the future with confidence 
and hope. Paul’s experience with past and 
present salvation could make him say, ‘Death 
is swallowed up in victory.” It could make 
John say, “And there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrowing, and God shall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes.” What a glorious 
hope that is, resting not upon mere fancy but 
having a foundation of past and present expe- 
rience. 

A Christian is never greatly troubled about 
the future, even though he must, at times, see 
through a glass darkly. Even though the end 
of earthly life may be nearer to some than to 
others, the Christian soul can still look to the 
future with confidence and hope and say, “He 
will yet deliver us.” Our Christianity does not 
merely look backward or deal with the present, 
it also faces forward with full assurance that 
the Christ will always be with us. All Chris- 
tians press on, press on to the mark of our high 
calling in Christ Jesus our Lord. 


Thus far the Lord hath led me on, 
Thus far His power prolongs my days; 
And every evening shall make known, 
Some fresh memorial of his grace. 


From our present and past experiences we 
build faith in the future. Because we know 
the Christ. hath delivered us in the past and 
does deliver us in the present, the future be- 
comes for us a golden glow of hope. This is 
Christian sufficiency. __ 

To all of us life is unfinished. None of us 
is able to see the future clearly. The future 
may hold many more tests for us. One thing 
we do know, however, and that is if we build — 
continually upon the rock which is the Christ, 
the future need hold no terrors. We know - 
that in time of trial, test or shock all our past 
experiences come to our aid. Blessed then is — 
the man or the woman who can bring from the 
storehouse a bulwark of Christian faith, laid 
up through years of living with the Christ. 

Possibly no test is harder to meet than that 
of death. It comes eventually to all of us. 
But as a ray of light, when it strikes a prism, — 
resolves itself into a glorious rainbow, so does — 
the life of the Christian, when it experiences — 
sane resolve itself into a glorious life with 
God. _ $ 
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Tig: Easter give the Bible 


incoln cherished through the years 


@ There is no finer gift at this joyous 
Easter season than the Bible Lincoln 
cherished . . . a beautiful Oxford 
Bible. Christian people everywhere 
have found inspiration and_ solace 
from the pages of their Oxford Gift 
Bibles... for centuries. 


The new Oxford editions are su- 
perbly bound with traditional Oxford 
craftsmanship . . . leathers are soft, 
rich, enduring; type clear and read- 
able — and many styles are printed on 
the famous Oxford India paper. This “Scofield” 


Give an Oxford Bible for a dear Reference Bible, 
one’s Easter. Your bookseller will be one of the great 


glad to help you make a selection. ant Oxford editions, gives 
; needed help on every page, yet 
keeps the King James text intact. 
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Then it becomes a source of hope and 
strength to contemplate this statement of Paul 
which sets forth our perfect salvation, “Who 
delivered us from so great a death, and doth 
deliver; in whom we trust that he will yet de- 
liver us.” Here is past salvation, a washing 
away of past sins; here is present salvation, an 
overcoming of temptations and of out faltering 
and stumbling natures; here is our future sal- 
vation, that blessed hope which includes all, 
even life eternal, the glorious life with God. 


aa) 
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Getting Lost 


I wonder if any of you little folks have ever 
been lost, when you didn’t know how to get 
home at all, and the more you tried to find 
your way the worse it became and finally, in 
desperation, you just sat down and cried. It’s 
not a vety happy experience to be lost. The 
only nice thing about it is the joy and glad- 
ness you know when someone comes along and 
helps you find the way home. Home looks 
awfully good right after you have been lost. 

In Cities there are thousands of little folks 
who get lost every year. When school opens 
in the Fall and thousands of little people who 
have never been away from home start to 
school, that is the time of year when more chil- 
dren become lost than at any other time, for 
they ate taken to school for the first time and 
often they forget the way home, and after try- 
ing to find it, they suddenly realize that they 
don’t know where they are or how to get home. 

Along about the time they realize they are 
lost, and begin to get frightened, along comes 
a big, fine-looking and good natured police- 
men. He looks down and smiles at your teats 
and asks, ‘““What’s the matter little fellow?” 

When you tell him you have lost your way 
and don’t know how to get home he'll take 
your hand and off you go together, and sooner 
ot later you ate back home and glad that every- 
thing has turned out all right after all. 

Grown folks get lost too. Some just never 
do get home. Some don’t seem to want to get 
home. They are content to live in a land of 
sin and shame and wrongdoing. They don’t 
seem to know they are lost, and going the 
wrong direction, getting farther and farther 
away from the home of their Heavenly Father. 
Many travel almost the entire length of the 
road of life without knowing that the Father 
is calling them to come home. 

By keeping God as our guide along life's 
highway, we can know that we'll never get 
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lost. Put your hand in His today, and He will 
lead you home and keep you. 


Watch Your Step 


I went into a subway in a big city once. 
That’s a long tunnel under the busy city streets, 
where trains run along, taking people from one 
part of town to another, like street cars under- 
ground, On the stairway going into the sub- 
way and along the platform where the trains 
stopped, I saw many big signs saying, “Watch 
your step.” 

In another city I saw the same kind of signs 
on the stairs going up to the platforms where 
the elevated railways stop to take on passen- 
gets. Here too, there were signs along the 
platform saying, “Watch your step.” 

Almost any place where people go, where 
there are steps up, or steps down, or where the 
walk is not smooth and level, you find signs 
which warn you to “Watch your step.” 

The sign doesn’t say “Watch Your Steps”. 
It says “Watch Your Step’’, for the people who 
made those signs and put them up know that 
if you watch your step, each one, one at a 
time, you will naturally be watching your steps, 
all of them, and in that way, by watching each 
individual step, you walk along safely, one 
step at a time. 

If you are careless and don’t watch your 
step when you start down stairs, what happens? 
You slip and fall, sometimes slide clear to the 
bottom and sometimes people are badly hurt 
that way, simply because they did not watch 
their step. 

There is a pretty good lesson in the sign 
“Watch Your Step”, for older folks as well 
as younger folks, for it is important for us all 
to be careful as we walk our way through life. 
One mis-step can result in very serious injury. 
Just one little wrong step can throw us down a 
full flight of stairs, and our suffering is due — 
to just one little step we took without being 
careful. 

So watch your every step. If you watch ‘ 
every step and don’t make a mis-step, by doing — 
a wrong thing, you aren’t very likely to fall 
and hurt yourself either physically, mentally 
or morally. : 
Drinking at the Well — 

There ate many, many stories told about 
birds and animals and fishes which are not 
based on facts, but they have been told so- 
many times that people often believe them 
anyway. need, 
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This ay be 


Just the book | 


youre looking for 


[his free book tells you about a plan now being used by more than 400 successful pastors which 


Nade it possible for them to increase 


their church attendance from 30 to 60 per cent; to increase 


heir church collections from 20 to 50 per cent; a plan that not only saves their time but also 
roadens their sphere of influence; a plan that enabled them to present the Gospel to every 
man, woman and child in their respective communities. 


[his Book Tells You How a Parish Paper Will... 


ncrease Church Attendance 


By visiting regularly every home, a parish paper 
ekindles enthusiasm for your church. It attracts those 
vho do not attend any church services. 


Attract and Hold the Young Folk 


A parish paper gives the news of the Sunday school 
md makes the young people conscious of their 
esponsibility to the church. 


Viden Your Sphere of Influence 


A parish paper keeps you in touch with members, 
ut-of-town members and non-members. It is your 


or samples, prices and full particulars regarding our service 
7d the helpful sixteen-page illustrated Parish Manual con- 
ining detailed explanation of publishing procedure, fill out 
d mail the coupon. Do it NOW. No obligation, of course. 


523 Ottawa Ave. 


personal representative, entering every home in the 
community. 


Save Your Time 


It makes far more pastoral calls than you can ever 
hope to make personally. It brings joy and comfort 
to the sick and shut-in. It keeps all informed. 


Add to Church Finances 


Parish paper publishers report that collections 
always improve as members and friends take a greater 
interest in the program of their church. 


GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 


I don’t know whether you little folks ever ° 


heard of the snake that is called the Hoop 
Snake. It is supposed to put its tail in its 
mouth when it is afraid or in danger, and 
making a hoop out of itself, it is supposed to 
be able to roll away out of danger. Of course, 
such a story is false. There just isn’t any snake 
that can do that, but lots of people think there 
is because they have heard the story so often. 

And there is the story about the. Ostrich, 
which is supposed to bury its head in the sand, 
thinking that when it can't see the enemy that 
is approaching, the enemy doesn’t really exist. 
Many people are like that, but the truth is that 
an Ostrich doesn’t bury its head in the sand 
any more than you and I do. 

Then there is the story about the funny look- 
ing camel, with the big humps on his back. 
Many people believe that the camel carries a 
big supply of water in those humps so that it 
can be away out on the deserts for days and 
days, where there is no water. That story 
isn’t true either. 


Actually the camel has two stomachs in one. 
One of those stomachs is lined with sacklike 
cells which can hold water a long time. When 
a camel is thirsty and starts to drink, you might — 
think it was never going to stop drinking. All 
the while it is filling those sacks with water, 
sort of storing up water in them. It is not 
only satisfying its thirst but sort of filling its 
cistern with water too. Once it has all the 
water it wants, it can travel long distances over 
hot desert sands without drinking, for when 
it gets thirsty, it just opens one of those sacks 
and let the water in it run out. In that way a 
camel can go almost a week without drinking. 

But Christian men and women and you 
little folks can’t go that long. We all must 
drink often at what the Bible calls the well 
of life. We must drink every day at the wells 
of prayer, and Scripture, and worship and 
grace for the Bible tells us that when we do 
we shall never thirst. 


ILLUSTRATIONS 


The Cross 
John 3:16. “For God so loved the world.” 


The crucifixion of Jesus is an awesome 
climax in the life of a man, heralded by some 
as the Promised Messiah; by others as imposter 
and radical who was making havoc of the gen- 
erally accepted customs of life through his 
teachings. The cross was accepted as a victory 
over Jesus and his disturbing influence to those 
who opposed him; it was accepted by his fol- 
lowers as a defeat for their hopes, a day of 
new fears and desolation. Neither victor nor 
vanquished looked ahead to the day when the 
tomb would release glorious promises which 
have changed the life of man upon the earth. 

Instead of defeat, the cross proved only a 
stopping in the march toward fulfilling the 
promise of the prophets, that man’s end is not 
death, but everlasting life. It is the fulfillment 
of the teaching that he who gives his life will 
save it; that sacrifice and selflessness are the 

gateway to the noblest and best. It is by giving 
- that we receive; it is by forgetting self, that all 
good things are added unto us. 

Jesus upon the cross, between two thieves, is 
the sundown and night, heralding a glorious 
new morning for all mankind, through a resur- 
rected Christ, in whom all progress for man- 
kind is rooted. Men, women and children, 
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everywhere, throughout the world who accept 
His teachings, become willing hands, open 
hearts, tireless workers in carrying out His will. 


$1980 Clerk Leaves $45,000 
Psa. 80:17-19. “Let thy hand be upon the 
man... whom thou madest strong for thyself.” 
Matt. 12:33c. ‘For the tree is known by his 
fruit.” 


A woman aged 73, Bertha M. Roberts, 
passed out of this life in Washington, D. C., 
in June, 1946, leaving an estate of $45,000 
“to help young men and women studying for 
religious careers”, as reported by the Associated 
Press, Januaty 9, 1948. Miss Roberts workec 
for 23 yeats as an Agriculture Department clerk 
at a top salary of $1,980 a year. ; 


Gremlin Court 


Isa, © 4072-15. 
Spirit of the Lord?” 

Deut. 6:5-7. “And thou shalt teach then 
diligently unto thy children.” . 4 

I Sam. 18:30. “David behaved himself mor 
wisely than all the servants of Saul.” ; 


The Gremlins, a group of boys in Dalla 
Texas, formerly delinquent gang members, an 
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Financial Aid to 


Bring Peace 
of Mind 


It was a lucky day for 
this young minister when 
he decided to take out a 
health and accident pol- 
icy with the Ministers 
Life and Casualty Union. Little did he know that he was going to be laid up 
from a fall. Now, every week he receives a check to help pay doctor’s bills and 


hospital expenses. 


YOU, too, if you are a full-time religious worker, can enjoy the protection of 
a low-cost, fully protected health and accident policy. You needn’t have an acci- 
dent, either, to benefit—any totally disabling illness brings you a steady income, 
whether at home or in the hospital. Write today for complete information. 


You’ll be amazed at how much you get for so little! 
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Professional, 1 MINISTERS LIFE AND CASUALTY UNION 
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now under the guiding influence of Vern 
Swartsfager, Episcopal Rector of St. Matthew's 
Church, pass judgment on their own members 
who get into trouble with the law, or break 
their own group rules. 

Judge, Prosecutor, Defense and Jury > are 
chosen from their own numbers, as occasion de- 
mands, and punishment is meted out to the 
offender on the spot. 

Prior to the organization of the ‘‘Gremlins”’, 
a group of 15 delinquents combined mischief 
with petty crime, under the name “The Royal 
Legion.” Being caught in an escapade, one 
frightened youngster was released under the 
promise that the gang come to the Rector’s 
study the next evening. 

When they appeared a week later, cocky and 
defiant, making known that they were ‘tough’, 
and did not go “for that religion stuff”, they 
were asked, “Is it tougher to get out of bed 
in the morning, or to stay there and sleep?” 
They disdained answer to the silly question, 
and the Rector continued, “All right, who is 
tougher, the guy who drags himself out of 
bed and goes to church on Sunday, or the guy 
who sleeps all Sunday morning?” They knew 
the answer, and the next statement hit home. It 
was, “you guys aren't tough, you're sissies!” 

From this “spot” beginning, has grown what 
will now be known as ‘‘Kids’ World, Inc.’’ for 
which the Rev. Mr. Swartsfager hopes to raise 
$1,000,000, the plans to include a $500,000 
hostel with a large industrial workshop, moving 
Benes theatre, gymnasium, game room, in- 

rmary, and a 24-hour nursery where young 
mothers can leave their children. 

“After all,’ says the Padre, ‘‘it really isn’t 
the kids who are delinquent, it’s the parents; 
and it doesn’t make any difference if they are 
rich or poor, kids can get into trouble—and 
they can be made into useful citizens.” 


New Wrinkles 


I Thess, 2:6-12. “We were gentle among you, 
even as a nurse cherisheth her children.” . 


History was made recently, when 19 girls 
and women were graduated from an 8-week 
formal couse in ““Baby-Sitting.”” The first 
course of its kind was offered jointly by the 
New York City Health Department, the Health 
Council of Greater New York, and the Quaker 
Emergency Service, and completion of the 
training attested to the fitness of the sitter not 
only to be left alone with the’ children, during 
the parents absence, but to impart to others 
the intricacies of this most modern of house- 


hold arts. 
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. Australia, 


The candidates for “fitness approval” ranged 
in ages from 14 to 50, and were given instruc- 
tion and training in the physical care of babies, 
amusing the fretful, quieting the noisy, bathing 
the dirty, feeding the hungry, and the best way 
to “induce” a stubborn babe to do as he is 
told; also, methods to prevent the tots from 
swallowing tacks, pins, needles, and other small 
objects. 

Rule ONE in choosing candidates for the 
course: “If you don’t really like babies, don’t 
be a baby sitter.” A reporter's comment: “It 
all sounds like a needed new wrinkle in social 
education, but how did our parents and grand- 
parents ever get along without it?” 


3,000,000 Unwanted Human Beings 


Lamentations 1:16-17. “Zion spreadeth forth 
her hands, and there is none to comfort her.” 
Lam. 2:19-20. “Lift up thy hands toward 
him for the life of thy young children, that 
faint for hunger.” 


Herrymon Maurer in Fortune Magazine 


estimates that in the 19th Century more than 


60,000,000 people left Europe; of these about 
38,000,000 came to the U.S.A. But in the 
20th Century we face the problem of caring in 
all this world for less than 3,000,000 homeless 
and displaced persons, and we don’t know 
what to do with them. 

3,000,000 humans,—men women and chil- 
dren, Balts, Serbs, Yugoslavs, Germans, Bohe- 
mians, Catholics, Protestants and Jews, and 
maybe agnostics and atheists, are homeless. 
Must they remain homeless, idle, hungry, hope- 
less? Are they never to tend a piece of ground, 
or work at a machine, or improve their minds; 
are they never again to stand erect, head high 
and spirit firm in the God-given dignity of 
man, whom Jesus taught us is created in the 
image and likeness of God. 

These people cannot move on their own, be- 
cause governments have grown so powerful 
that they have to control everything, including 
the movements of peoples. Alaska, Canada, 
the Guianas, Brazil, Argentina,. 
Madagascar, Kenya, and other places in Africa, 
vast areas of the Soviet Union and parts of 
the United States, are underpopulated. But— 
even areas that need people, need strong work- 
ing populations, restrict entrance. 

What is to be done with these peoples? Let 
us be frank about it, shall we murder them? 
Are you horrified? Does the conscience 
twinge? Perhaps we shall be less squeamish 
if it is left as it is, a slow death in concentra- 
tion camps! A slow death for forgotten 
human beings, unwanted in the world! . 
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Lenten and Eastertide Suggestions 
3 


Beautiful Worship Program Interesting Devices for Money 

Folders Raising 

; Small and Large in Variety Daily Self-Denial Envelopes, Dime Col- 

Lithographed Pastoral Letter- patois, Mite; Boxes 

heads : Our Springtime Bulletin of Helps 

Half-tone Electrotypes for Ministers and Workers is available. 
For enhancing Lenten and Easter printing Send for your copy today 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM COMPANY 
150 Nassau Street, New York 7, N. Y. 


CHURCH FURNITURE 


ECCLESIASTICAL BEAUTY AND DISTINCTIVE QUALITY 
DESIGNED AND PRODUCED dy 


‘\ THE JOSEPHINUM CHURCH FURNITURE CO. DEPT. E, COLUMBUS 7, OHIO f 


J 


IT’S THE “INTER-CHURCH HYMNAL” 


Here is a hymnal that is ‘super’ in every 
respect. It is big and beautiful in appear- 
ance, tich in musical content, abundant 
in worship material, and uplifted in spirit- 
ual tone. Hymnal QUALITY in Cathedral 
proportions. 


The Kind of HYMNAL You Enjoy Most 


A treasury of spiritual inspiration. Remarkable vari- 
ety of contents comes from survey of the music habits 
of 10,000 churches. Has 479 of the best-loved and most 
used hymns. Hints for better congregational singing, 
helpstoenrich your worship programs, and 20 arrange- 
ments of hymns, chants, canticles, etc. for choir use 
are included. Thousands praise it. One Florida Pastor, 
who has used Inter-Church Hymnal 15 years, writes, 
“*T have yet to find a better or more useful Hymnal.’” A New York Pastor using Inter-Church Hymnal 
for 10 years says, ‘““Our congregation has learned to love singing from the constant use of this book.”” 


An amazing wealth of special features. Includes a 96-page handbook of Aids to Worship. Service 
suggestions for special days; Calls to Worship; Bible Readings and Confessions of Faith; Unison and 
Responsive Readings and Prayers; Sung Responses for Choir and Congregation; also numerous Orders 
of Service. Send for a copy of this 510-page beautifully bound volume TODAY! Acclaimed as one of 
the best buys in hymn publishing history. Six complete indexes, Waterproof covers of rich Chocolate 


Brown and _tarnish- proof, 
gold embossed titles mean 
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1 lasting attractiveness. 5715-B8 WEST LAKE STREET 

Ass j BIGLOW-MAIN-EXCELL CO. CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

@ To get so much for so | Please send me a sample copy of ‘‘Inter-Church Hymnal” as our 
little is hard to believe. O Church O Sunday School O Choir needs new hymnals. 


(approx. date) 


@ Only $115 a hundred Expect to buy 


copies... not prepaid. 
SAMPLE COPY SENT 
ON REQUEST | 
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Picr-0- GRA 


In Colors... 
NEW EASTER 


PICT-0-GRAPH 


“CRUCIFIXION AND RESURRECTION” 


Make the Easter story live with these 
colorful, new flannelgraph figures. 
From the Prayer in the Garden to 
Christ’s triumph over the Tomb and 
His Ascension. Ten dramatic inci- 
dents can be built from 26 large 
figures. Six sheets printed in vivid 
full color on flannel-adhering paper. 
Rey to ee out and use. Manual 
with simple instructions. 
Complete, only  .....ssesesesscesseseseree 75¢ 
At your book store, or order 
from Desk 23. 


The Standard Publishing Co. 


20 East Central Parkway Cincinnati 10, Ohio 
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Who is so sure of himself that he dares 


sentence another to such a life? 
—George Sokolsky. 


Sense of Empire 


Ex. 14:15. “Speak unto Israel that they go 
forward.” 

Matt. 22:9. “Go ye into the highways... 

Mark 16:15. “And he said unto them, Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature.” 


The pastor was making his pulpit announce- 
ments of the week: 

“The women of this church with breadth 
of mind, and who have the sense of divine 
empire in their souls, will meet on Tuesday 
afternoon for their regular monthly meeting 
which will deal with the question of Christian 
missions around the world.” 

Breadth of mind and sense of divine empire! 
That’s it. That is exactly the thing that makes 
the Woman’s Society of Christian Service the 
greatest woman’s club in the world! 
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It is this monthly meeting in which they 
draw the curtains aside, and look in upon the 
struggling, suffering, stricken peoples of the 
world, which gives them this breadth of mind. 

It is their mite boxes, set on some convenient 
shelf in their homes to receive the daily offer- 
ings, which keep them constantly aware of the 
Lord’s passion in behalf of his beloved. 

It is their world-wide organization, with rep- 
resentatives in every corner of the globe, which 
gives them their race-wide compassion. 

Breadth of mind and sense of divine empire! 
What a gift of the spirit the Woman's Society 
of Christian Service has to confer on every 
woman in the church who will expose herself 
to its great program! 

—Roy L. Smith, Editor, Christian Advocate. 


Agnostic Owns 12 Bibles 


Matt. 3:1-12. “Who hath warned you to flee 
from the wrath to come?” 

Mal. 2:10-14. “Cursed be the deceiver. . 
for I am a great King, saith the Lord of 
Hosts.” 

Mal, 3:13-14. 
serve God.” 


The editor of the Nassau Tribune, Bahamas, 
Etienne Dupuch, is reported to have written 
that George Bernard Shaw, long considered to 
be Britain’s leading agnostic, was “bound to 
catch hell” for auctioning off an old Bible 
which had belonged to Mrs. Shaw. (Dec. 29, 
1947, U.P.) 

“Ask this foolish American who thinks I 
should be hanged for selling an ugly Bible 
what should be done to the Bible Society which 
sells thousands of much handsomer ones every 
day,” retorted Shaw. “The silly fellow need 
not be anxious about me. I have a dozen 
Bibles left, and never travel without one.” 

John 3:1:5. “There was a man . . . the 
same came to see Jesus by night.” 

John 7:43-53. ‘So there was a division 
among the people because of him .. .” 


“Ye have said, It is vain to 


The Resurrection 
(Continued from page 62) 


ural step in the progress of the Christian, be- 
gun at His conversion, and accomplished 
through his spiritual union with Christ. My 
resurrection is not for my glory but for Christ’s. 
My body is a temple for the Spirit. I want it 
to be the best temple possible. 

Then, in this belief I find peace. As faith 
in the solvency of banks will prevent financial 
panics, so this faith ends panic through life 
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ind in the moment of passing from this to the 
ife beyond. 
“I know not how His saving faith 
To me He did impart, 
Nor how, believing on His Word 
Brought peace within my heart. 
But I know Whom I have believed, and am 
persuaded that He is able to keep that which 
['ve committed unto Him against that day.” 


The Cross 
(Continued from page 60) 


What would be the qualifications? Is there 
enough difference between the worst man and 
the best man to warrant an eternal division and 
separation? Once more, God, we are told, 
ought freely to pardon transgression. We have 
an expression of that in four lines by George 
MacDonald: 

“Here lie 1, Martin Elginbrod; 

Have mercy on my soul, O God, 

As I would do if I were God, 

And you were Martin Elginbrod.” 


In other words, God out of His goodness, 
ought to pardon freely, without any recognition 
of transgression, or satisfaction to the divine 
law, the sin of man. 

- But God had another method. It was God’s 
problem, and He “‘solved it like a god.” He 
solved it in the glory and mystery of the Cross, 
whereby in Christ our sin is punished, and yet 
by our faith in Him we are forgiven. So God 
“remains just and yet the justifier of them that 
believe in Jesus’. 

The Cross Is a Separation 


Where the Cross is a true reconciliation, 
there also it is a Separation. It is a separation 
from the old way of life. “Having been re- 
conciled by His Death,’’ Paul said, “we are 
saved by His life.’ This means that it was the 
death of Christ on the Cross that removed 
what had to be removed before man could he 
reconciled to God, and that it is the /ife of 
Christ, the living Christ influencing us day by 
day, that saves us and separates us from the sin 
of the world about us. 

Frequently we hear of some criminal who 
fell in the commission of the crime, and who 
carried on his person the cross as a sort of 
talisman or charm. But there had been not the 
slightest thought of the demand of that Cross 
for a godly life, for separation from the world. 
It is always a sad thing when we can note no 
difference between the life of those who accept, 
outwardly, the great reconciliation of the Cross. 
-. _ (See page 96) 
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CLARKE’S 
COMMENTARY on 
the ENTIRE BIBLE 


@ Because of his knowledge, and 
his ability to make that knowledge 
live for others, Dr. ADAM CLARKE 
has been called the “Prince of Com- 
mentators.”’ His work remains the 
standard against which lesser efforts 
are measured—and found wanting. 
The six, big, useful volumes are 
printed from clear types on excellent 
paper; beautifully and durably bound 
in buckram. The books average 
more than 800 pages each—nearly 
5000 pages in all. But despite its 
‘size and scope, this isn’t a work for 
scholars alone. It is for all who love 
and cherish God’s eternal words. 


AVAILABLE NOW IN 
A NEW PRINTING 


@ Thousands of orders for this 
monumental work were regretfully 
turned down during the war years. 
But now again we are proud and 
happy to present Clarke’s Commen- 
tary to those who have been looking 
forward so long to this day. A word 
of advice, however: Place your order 
promptly! The new printing is 
limited. The six-volume set, only 
$19.50. 


hl AM Bookstores 
ABINGDON-COKESBURY 
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DARKNESS OF THE SUN. By Richard Terrill Baker. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury. 248 pp. $2.50. 


Here is an authentic account of what happened to 
the Japanese Christians and their church during the 
war years. This is the first extensive analysis of the 
effect of Japanese Nationalism on the Christian 
Church. 

Dr. Baker, in a lively and anecdotal manner, pre- 
sents the story of the Christian Church during the war 
years. He tells how closely the church came to dis- 
aster by yielding little by little to state domination. 
He presents a realistic view of the present situation— 
which is of necessity a bit dark. But in so doing he 
points out the great opportunity which is ours in 
Japan. It calls for no half-measures. . 

Richard Terrill Baker has served as a writer on the 
staff of the Methodist Board of Missions for ten 
years. He was the first journalist for religious period- 
icals accredited to work in Japan. He is an associate 
professor in the Columbia University School of Journal- 
ism and assistant editor of “World Outlook” maga- 
zine. 

“Darkness of the Sun’ is an important book for 
missionary administrators and historians, and all ecu- 
menical Christians.—Meredith J. Sprunger. 


BEST SERMONS. Edited by G. Paul Butler. 
Harper Bros. 318 pp. $2.75. 


Here are great names — Fosdick, Coffin, Brunner, 
Lewis, Jones (Rufus M.), Baillie, Whyte, Buttrick, 
Sperry, Farmer, Barth, Niemoller, Weigle, Forbush, 
Shoemaker, Stewart (James A.), and many others, 
fifty-two in all. And here is great preaching, great in 
content and great in arrangement. It is also preach- 
ing that reads easily. Dr. Butler and his advisory 
committee have done a fine job. The arrangement in 
general topics is arresting, suggesting how a man 
might divide his sermonic year — Christ, the Christian 
Life (10 sermons), the Church (2), Divine Providence 
(2), Easter (3), Education and Sermons for Students 
(3), Evangelism and Decision (3), Faith (4), God (1), 
Hope (1), Immortality (2), National and International 
(5), New Year (1), Peace and War (3), Prayer (1), 
Religion (3), The Social Gospel (3), Thanksgiving (1), 
Vision (2), the End of the Way (1). Surely with 
such a program in the pulpit the hungry sheep would 
not go unfed. It would not be fitting to select any 
particular sermon for special mention. All are of a 
high order and all are suggestive, stirring up the grey 
matter. In your sermonic purchasing do not overlook 
this volume. If you are limited in your buying power 
(how many preachers are not!), pass up some of the 
others for this series. It will cost you about a nickel 
per sermon, and your nickel will be transmuted into 
gold.—Wm. Tait Paterson. 


GOD CONFRONTS MAN IN HISTORY. 
By Henry Sloane Coffin. Charles Scribner’s Sons. 
154 pp. $2.50. 


The men who have occupied the Joseph Cook Lecture- 
ship in the Far East have been notable for distinctive 
contributions to theological thought prior to their ap- 
pointment—Cleland B, McAfee, J. Harry Cotton and 
now Henry Sloane Coffin, president emeritus of the 
Union Theological Seminary. 


This book contains the text of the lectures delivered — 


by Dr. Coffin in the Philippines, China, Thailand, India 
and Egypt. Chapter 1, “Lecturing Around the World,” 
is almost the best part of the book. It describes the 


sac 
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uthor’s impressions of the countries which he visited, 
ind the reactions of his audiences. ‘The impress‘on 
f the world’s present plight is disheartening. But the 
mpression of the Christian Church fills one with confi- 
lence.’ Thus writes one who has seen many coun- 
ries recently under most favorable opportunities for 
mpartial observation. 

Dr. Coffin stresses the historic nature of the revela- 
ion of God, notably in Jesus of Nazareth. He finds 
x0d’s visitation today in the passionate longing of 
shristians of good will, who yearn for an earth where 
nutual responsibilities of men and nations are real- 
zed in terms of supreme responsibility to the will of 
xod. God’s revelation in Jesus was complete, but his 
‘evelation is continuing also. 

In a chapter on “God’s Redemptive Work,” Dr. 
Soffin says that Christ does three essential things— 
nakes Christians discontent with themselves and their 
world as these are; makes plain immediate duties as 
xuide; supplies the power by which we seek to do the 
advances to which He points, and keeps us unweariedly 
oattling to effect them. The last point reminds one of a 
ine in a Bach cantata, “With tired but unfaltering 
7ootsteps we seek thee.” 

He shows a high ecclesiology in his words on the 
church, and certainly we need such. He admits the 
mperfections of the Church, but at its best it is a 
“edeemed and redeeming community. 

Brief, readable, to the point! It is a 
~jo0k.—Kendig Brubaker Cully, Ph.D. 


worthwhile 


PARTNERSHIP WITH GOD. 
Kaufmann. 112 pp. $1.50. 


The author is pastor of the Lutheran Church of Our 
Saviour, Mineola, Long Island, N. Y. Within his de- 
nomination he has pioneered in Stewardship and Chris- 
tian Education. The messages in this book have been 
jelivered over several years in a score of churches 
and at four summer camps. In these “‘sermonic lec- 
tures”, Dr. Brustat finds the compelling need of our 
day among Christians of a partnership with God—a 
life with Christ dwelling in the heart, completely sur- 
rendered to Him, and the business of running our 
lives turned over to Him. He then deals with the 
place in such a life, or in the endeavor to attain such 


By A. W. Brustat. 


a life, of Church Attendance, Holy Communion, Bible | 


Study, Prayer, Witnessing, Sharing, and Christian Edu- 
sation. Each chapter is pointed and well illustrated. 
Quite evidently the lectures were delivered with earn- 
astness, force, and a great sense of urgency. Anyone 
will be well repaid for the reading of every chapter.— 
Wm. Tait Paterson. x 
PAUL’S EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS. By E. E. Scott. 
Scribner’s. 125 pp. $2.00. 

Dr. Scott does it again. He takes a perplexing book 
of the New Testament and shows the meaning and 
application today in simple and clear language. There 
is theology in Romans, lots of it, but there is more 
than religious theorizing: “his Epistle is . .. an in- 
spiring call to Christian action. We must try to read 
it as he intended it to be read. ‘He wrote it as a 
letter to a definite circle of people whom he wished to 
inspire with a new faith in their religion and a fuller 
jense of their responsibility as Christians. . . 
the Epistle is thus read it may still be accepted as 
the primary statement of the Christian message. Paul 
was the greatest of Christ’s servants, and was alive 
as no other man has been to the inner meaning of his 
revelation.” The commentary takes up one-half of the 
‘ittle book, and every page carries some suggestive 
preaching and teaching thoughts. The section on ‘The 
Sentral Teaching of the Epistle’ is a strong one. “He 
leclared that what men had hitherto only dreamed 
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GREAT EXPOSITORY 
AND BIOGRAPHICAL 
PREACHING BY 
CLARENCE E. 
MACARTNEY 


The Greatest Texts 
of the Bible 


“This book of nineteen sermons by the min- 
ister of the First Presbyterian Church of Pitts- 
burgh, chosen as the October selection (1947) 
of the Pulpit Book Club is strong, forthright 
doctrinal preaching on the great themes of the 
Christian gospel.”’—Pulpit Digest. 

_ I Am Not Ashamed; Alone; 
Some Texts: Alpha and Omega; Choose Ye 
This Day; It Is Finished; The Precious Blood 
of Christ. $2 


The Greatest Words in the Bible 
and in Human Speech 


“Fifteen pungent and forceful sermons on 
one-word texts: ‘the saddest word—sin’; ‘the 
hardest word—no’; ‘the weakest word—if’; 
‘God’s favorite word—come’; and so on. A 
clever homiletical idea, and effectively used.” 
—Christian Century. $1.50 


The Greatest Men 
of the Bible 


“The old messages preached and lived by 
these stalwart men of God are clothed to meet 
the challenges and needs of our own day. Paul 
‘preaches’ on Victorious Living, Abraham on 
Faith, Elijah on Righteousness, David on Life’s 
Temptations, and so on. Each character-study 
is a scholarly achievement, artistically wrought . 
so that the all-important spiritual values are 
fully developed and portrayed.’—Union Sem- 
inary Review. $1.50 


Great Women of the Bible 


“There is a short course on the use of Bible 
characters in preaching. Sermons on Ruth, 
Esther, Rahab, Lot’s wife, Martha and Mary, 
Delilah, Abigail, Rebekah, Rachel (and others) 
5 . reveal a mind which has mastered the 
detail and which shows how Bible characters 
may be used to portray the human situation in 
our own and every age.”—United Church 
Observer. $1.50 


Macartney's Illustrations 


“This book contains more than 150 very apt 
and suggestive illustrative stories, incidents, 
etc., which Dr. Macartney has gathered together 
and used in his sermons and lectures in his 
wide range of experience as a clergyman.”— 
Free Methodist. $2.50 


At All Bookstores... 
ABINGDON-COKESBURY PRESS 
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God has manifested Himself in 
a life that had appeared on earth...Christ had ap- 
peared on earth, and had died for men’s salvation. 
This was Paul’s message, and it meant everything to 
him.”’ In closing Dr. Scott discusses “The Value of 
the Epistle Today.” ‘Paul wrote in a period of the 
world’s history which was strangely like our own, 
more like it than any other which has come between.” 
Romans ‘‘impresses on us...the reality of sin.’’ There 
is a social emphasis in the Gospel, but “religion is 
personal, and aims at the salvation of men and women. 
They are not to be saved by some automatic process, 
when the community has been put right, but it is 
they who must save the community.’ This little book 
will well repay the one who reads it thoughtfully and 
carefully—Wm. Tait Paterson. 


of, had become real. 
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PROJECTED VISUAL AIDS IN THE CHURCH. 
By William S. Hockman. Pilgrim Press. 214 pp. $3.75. 


This book deals with the general principles and 
techniques of audio-visual aids in the Church program. 
The material of this book was published in mimeo- 
graph form under its present title back in 1945 by the 
author. Mr. Hockman says, ‘This book is sent forth 
in the hope that it will be of help to all those who 
are trying to make the total program of the Church 
more appealing and effective through the use of pro- 
jected visual aids.’ The author is well known for his 
work in the field of visual education and is in his 
twentieth year as Director of Religious Education in 
the Lakewood Presbyterian Church, Lakewood, Ohio. 

Although there is a wealth of material in this book 
one also finds considerable repetition. It is written in 
a mediocre style and seems poorly organized. In con- 
trast with the classic, ‘‘Visual Aids in the Church,” by 
Rogers and Vieth, the present volume has the virtue 
of being written by a man in the field and conse- 
quently has more practical material, such as program 
outlines, which the average pastor will find helpful. It 
covers the whole field of projected visual aids rather 
thoroughly, but the publisher’s price, we feel, is much 
too high.—Meredith J. Sprunger. 


THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM. 
Revell. 192 pp. $2.50. 


The Twentieth Century postwar world needs a few 
sophisticated apologists, who are conversant with the 
thought-patterns of our day, and who can relate the 
historic Christian faith to the frustrations, disillusion- 
ments and agnosticisms of our day. 

C. S. Lewis is doing that in one way. 
Cailliet of Princeton Theological Seminary is capable 
of doing it just as interestingly in his way. One 
hopes that this present volume will fall into the hands 
of those who need to read it—the potential Sartre 
followers in this country, GI’s who were infected with 
a feeling of hopelessness in the face of the world’s 
disaster, college students who think Christianity is old- 
fogeyish, ancients who repudiated intellectually disre- 
putable fundamentalistic ideas in their eollege days 
and never have refound the orthodox truth | 

Dr. Cailliet addresses himself to such as these — and 
charts paths across this wilderness. He makes religion 
exciting, and the Bible indispensable once more. 

One likes his wealth of learning, never forced upon 
one pedantically,. but subtly drawn upon to illuminate 
the areas he is discussing. He shows familiarity with 
almost everyone anyone ought to know something 
about — Kierkegaard, Barth,James Thomson, Pascal, 
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Tolstoy, Whitehead, Niebuhr, Bunyan, Kingsley, Dante, 


“TRUE TO THE WORD” 


Lesson Quvarterties For Pupils 


for all ages and departments. Also lesson leaflets and Sunday 
School papers for weekly distribution. 


FOLLOWING THE UNIFORM INTERNATIONAL LESSONS 


Lesson Helps For Teachers Superintendents, 
and Preachers 


Teachers’ quarterlies and valuable lesson helps for superin- 
tendents, Bible students and preachers. 
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imuel Johnson, Ernest Psichari —to mention only a 
‘Ww. He whets the appetite for more of his own 
riting, as well as for some of the others he knows so 
ell—Kendig Brubaker Cully, Ph.D. 


OTES ON THE PSALMS. By G. Campbell Morgan. 
leming H. Revell. 287 pp. $3.00. 


This book is in reality what its title proclaims, notes 
1 the Psalms by Dr. G. Campbell Morgan. The book 
' Psalins is divided into five sections, each of which 
clearly analyzed by means of a simple chart, and 
ven a dominant theme. Later this analysis is given 
» each of the 150 Psalms in the manner known to all 
hristian leaders familiar with the method of Bible 
cudy by Dr. Morgan. The text of each Psalm is 
ven in the American Revised Version, and the. com- 
ent and notes will average a page to the Psalm. 
1 this page, Dr. Morgan presents the theme, the out- 
ne and the most vital teaching of the Psalm. The 
ement of worship has right of way over all other 
ements in the Psalms, as is fitting. There is not a 
iperfluous word in these notes and all Bible students 
ill discover them to be helpful for a insight into the 
enificance of each Psalm.—Charles Haddon Nabers. 


HRISTIAN DOCTRINE FOR SUNDAY 
EACHERS. By Park Hays Miller. 
r, A. Wilde Company. 105 pp. $1.00. 


This book evidently was written in the hope that it 
ight provide a brief guide to Christian theology for 
achers in Sunday church schools. 

The book in some measure fulfills its purpose. It is 
provocative little statement of basic Christian doc- 
ines, written from the conservative theological view- 
jint, but avoiding the excesses which certain conser- 
ative writers prefer. It is substantial, wholesome doc- 
ine which we have here, which will represent the 
ain stream of Christian’ belief. 

At the end of each chapter there is a summary and 
list of scriptural references for study and prayer. 
aestions for discussion would have been interesting, 
it they are not included. 

The book would be usable as a basis for an adult 
ligious discussion group.—Kendig Brubaker Cully, 
eD. 
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MERICAN OVERTURE. By Abram Vossen Goodman. 
swish Publication Society of America. 265 pp. $3.00. 


The subtitle of this scholarly book is, “Jewish Rights 
Cslonial Times.” Its author is a native Bostonian 
ho studied eventually, after Harvard, at the Jewish 
stitute of Religion in New York. The book is nct 
mposed in that style of heaviness which too often 
aracterizes historical writings. It is in fact de- 
htfully readable. . 

The thirteen colonies did not have a large Jewish 
ulation. ‘...It is safe to say there were never 
ore than one thousand Jews living amoong the three 
ion and more inhabitants of the colonies.’ These 
ws were distributed in various parts of the colonies, 
yreover—at Newport, New York, Philadelphia, 
arleston, Savannah. Yet this small group, as the 
thor states, ‘‘were not only the measure of the ex- 
nding spirit of a nation,” but ‘“‘the forerunners of a 
»dern American Israel, the most fortunate and well- 
vced Jewish group that all the millenia of a people’s 
eckered history have witnessed.” 

The vicissitudes of the Jews in Rhode Island are 
idly described. The tolerance usually associated 
th that commonwealth was not so ‘evident save in 
s case of the broadminded attitude of Brown Uni- 
rsity in its beginnings. 
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Spiritual Mobilization. 


> MILLION NEW 
VOTERS NEEDED! 


Democracy must be made to function effectively in 
order to survive. Individual citizens must regain a 
sense of personal responsibility which manifests itself 
at the ballot box. 


Spiritual Mobilization, a crusade for saving basic 
Freedom in America, is Sponsoring a campaign for 
5,000,000 new voters in 1948 to be registered 
through the churches of all denominations nation-wide. 


_ We can save Freedom if we make it work. And it 
1s positively thrilling to feel the response of pastors 
everywhere to this campaign. 


_ Some pastors have set up committees that are call- 
ing on every family in the parish. Some have tables 
in their vestibule each Sunday morning with Registrars 
present. 


A pastor in Illinois, commenting on this new Cam- 
paign said, “If Spiritual Mobilization accomplishes 
this goal it will have justified its 13 years existence— 
apart from other good it has done.” 


If you want helpful tracts, write our office in 
Los Angeles. If your Ministerial Association would 
welcome a presentation of this Campaign by one of 
our Arca Representatives, notify us. 


If YOU are not already part of our Crusade, if you 
have not signed the simple Representative’s covenant, 
do so now. Tear off the blank below and mail today. 
We need and will welcome your cooperation. 


JAMES W. FIFIELD, Jr., D.D. 
Director 


SPIRITUAL MOBILIZATION 
(Since 1934) 


Los Angeles Chicago 


New York 


ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


DONALD J. COWLING, President Carleton College 1909-45; 
ROGER W. BABSON, Statistician; WILLIAM F, BRAASCH, 
Board of Directors—American Medical Association; ELY CUL- 
BERTSON, Author, Lecturer; CARY EGGLESTON, Physician ; 
DE WITT EMERY, Founder National Small Business Men’s Asso- 
ciation; EDGAR J. GOODSPEED, Bible Scholar and Lecturer; 
THEODORE GRAEBNER, Professor Theology, Author; ALFRED 
P. HAAKE, Economist, Lecturer; ALBERT W. HAWKES, United 
States Senator; SAM HIGGINBOTTOM, Missionary; RUPERT 
HUGHES, Author; RUFUS B. VON KLEINSMID, Chancellor, 
University of Southern California: ROBERT A, MILLIKAN, Cali- 
fornia Institute of Technology; FELIX MORLEY, Editor, Human: 
Events; ALFRED NOYES, Author; NORMAN VINCENT PEALBD, | 
Clergyman; RICHARD C. RAINES, Clergyman; RnVERDY ¢. 
RANSOM, Bishop A.M.E, Church; LEONARD E. READ, Presi- 
dent Foundation for Economic Education, Inc.; ROBERT GORDON 
SPROUL, President, University of California; JOHN JAMES” 
TIGERT, President, University of Florida; RAY LYMAN WIL-. 
BUR, Chancellor, Leland Stanford University. : 


SPIRITUAL MOBILIZATION , 
Title Guarantee Bldg. Dept. E Los Angeles 13, Calif.: 
I am a minister of a church and interested in the program of. 


Place me on your Representative List and 
send me your free publications, Pas a 
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only 
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Amazing results in sales, inquiries and con- 
tacts . . . saves time and money . . . very easy 
to use GEM STENCIL DUPLICATOR is 
ideal for Advertising, Announcements, Notices, 
Labels, Forms, Price Lists —hundreds of uses for 
every type of business and organization. 
Comes complete with all supplies, instructions 
and 60-page Book of Ideas. 

FREE TRIAL OFFER: Try it before you 
buy it! Write and a GEM OUTFIT will be 
sent you postpaid. After 10 days, send only 
$7.50.or return the GEM, no questions asked. 
The GEM must sell itself; you be the judge. 


BOND EQUIPMENT CO. « Dept. 123 
513 Olive St. + St. Louis 1, Mo. 
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PRINTOMATIC Post Card Stencil Duplica- 
tors $9.50 up. New Office Size Duplicators, 
Hilcos, Speedoprints. Excellographs $37.00 
up. All Makes Duplicators Supplies, Type- 
writers, Literature Free. 


PITTSBURGH TYPEWRITER SUPPLY CO. 


336-FE FOURTH AVE., PITTSBURGH 22, PA. 


” EXCELLO- 


<= PUBLIC SPEAKERS —— 


Let us render you a prompt, scholarly, indi- 
vidual and original Literary Service according 
to your own specification and at the following 
rates: 
Sermons 
Speeches) > eben sce. 2,.8 -clsstecoutee 
Ghostwriting Short Stories 

and Novels 
Special Research and 
Technical Subjects 


Bets een fee eee eee $ 6.00 per 1000 words 
7.50 per 1000 words 


8.95 per 1000 words 
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There are interesting, brief portraits’ in .words of 
some of the early Jewish settlers on these shores. The 
relatively unfamiliar role these men and women played 
in our national beginnings is well worth the reader's 
attention.—Kendig Brubaker Cully, Ph.D. 


THE NEGRO SPIRITUAL SPEAKS OF LIFE AND 
DEATH. By Howard Thurman. 
Harper and Brothers. 56 pp. $1.00. 


This volume contains the Ingersoll Lecture on the 
Immortality of Man, deliyered at Harvard Univers _ty 
in 1947, by Howard Thurman, a distinguished poet and 
preacher of the negro race. It is a scholarly and in- 
spiring study of the familiar negro spirituals, wiih em- 
phasis on the moral and spiritual teaching and rhil- 
osophy which lie beneath the words so familiar to all 
of us. Dr. Thurman has not only done his race a 
definite service in this beautiful interpretation of the 
negro spirituals, but he has placed the entire musical 
and religious. world of the United States under lasting 
obligation for this outstanding lecture——Charles Haddon 
Nabers. 


The Cross 
(Continued from page 91) 
and those who reject the Cross or despise it. 
St. Paul said, ‘Forbid that I should glory save 
in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.” But 
he did not stop there. Do you remember what 
followed? “By whom the world is crucified 
unto Me and I unto the world.” ; What. about 
the Cross in your life? Is it just a sign, a 
theological, or a sentimental sign? Or is it 
separating you from the life of the world? Is 
any part of you crucified on it unto the world? 
Is any part of the world crucified on it unto 
you? 
The Cross Is a Celebration 

Rome had its beautiful triumphal arches, 
some of which remain until this present day, 
still towering o’er the wrecks of time. Through 
those triumphal arches passed the magnificent 
processions when the Caesars celebrated their 
victories. But the Cross, the blood-stained 
Cross, is the grandest triumphal arch that was 
ever erected. The history of the world, because 
of sin, is a tragedy; but that tragedy is met and 
conquered by a greater tragedy, the Tragedy 
of the Cross. | 

Men ate increasingly doubtful and pessi- 
mistic about the conquest of evil, and wonder 
if what we call progress is not just an ever- 
repeating cycle of events. Man seems to be 
afflicted with an incurable disease, marked 
with an indelible taint. The Beast receives 
what looks like ‘‘a death stroke”; but ere long 
he oe again with some new disguise upon 
his face and some new lie upon his lips. How 
long, O Lord! How long! The only hope for 
the. ultimate conquest of evil is in the Cross of 
Christ. The Cross did not look much like a 
triumph. It looked more like a defeat, an 

; _ (See page'100) 
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Hlid-\Veek Suggestions 
l. Taxable Assets 

Organ: ‘Adoration’ —Bienshi. 

Call to Worship: Sing aloud unto God our 
strength: make a joyful noise unto the God of 
Jacob. Take a psalm, and bring hither the 
imbrel, the pleasant harp with the 
(Psalm 81:1-2); 

Hymn: “Rise Up, O Men of God.” 


’ Psalm: 143, responsively. 


psaltery. 


Hymn: “Come Thou, Almighty King.” 

Scripture: 2 Kings 23:31-35. Luke 2:1-5: 
9-52; 321-16. 

Hymn: “Workmen of God, O Lose Not 
deart.”’ 

Meditation: The closing of tax dates, intimately 


amiliar to any and all citizens,—wage-earners, own- 
ts of business, or holders of stocks and bonds, is 
till a part of our thinking. The national discu;- 
ions in press and on the radio regarding “taxes” 
‘mphasizes our individual roles in this phase of 
modern life. Like the people of ancient times, we 
‘all: went to be taxed, everyone into his own city.” 

Due to the continuous emphasis on taxes and 
sublic expenditures; who should pay the taxes, and 
10w the money should be expended, many people 
How themselves to become prey to the idea that 
vealth, or worthwhile things in life, consists of tax- 
ble assets, some to be freely declared, some to he 
ridden in order to escape the responsibility of owner- 
hip. Actually, this whole question is a very minor 
me. in the life of any right-thinking citizen; if we 
vant comfortable, peaceful, and safe community life, 
itizens of the community must do their part to pay 
he bill (in taxes) for what they want. 

However, broadly speaking, the things that really 
matter to us as individuals are all built upon this 
minor question, for example the comfortable, peace- 
ul and safe community life, permits us to carry on 
yur everyday professions, business, recreations, rais- 
ng and educating our children, maintaining our 
thurches, etc. These things are the real assets in 
ife, and they are not declared in our tax reports, to 
he public treasury. They are declared in our prayers 
% thanksgiving to Almighty God, and in our wor- 
hip services, when we bow our heads in acknowledg- 
ng Jesus Christ, the Son of God, and Saviour of 
hose who believe in Him to Everlasting life. (Mark 
10-52; Luke 7:50; I Cor. 15:2) 

Hymn: “Jesus, Still Lead On.” 


Reader: These Are the Gifts I Ask. 


These are the gifts I ask 

Of thee, Spirit serene: 

Strength for the daily task, 

Courage to face the road, 

Good cheer to help me bear the traveler’s load, 
And, for the hours of rest that come between, 
An inward joy in all things heard and seen. 


There are the sins I fain 
Would have thee take away: 
‘Malice and cold disdain, 
‘Hot anger, sullen hate, 

Scorn of the lowly, envy of the great, — 
And discontent that casts a shadow gray 
Qn: all the brightness of the common day. 
Hymn: “Father, All Glorious... . 
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BAPTISMAL FONTS 


Beautiful designs in everlasting marble or 
richly carved wood. Splendid for memorial 
presentation. Booklet of designs submitted 
on request. x 


J. P. REDINGTON & CO., Dept. 100, Scranton 2, Pa. 
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ST. JOSEPH ART GLASS WORKS 
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and we will submit quotations 
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Hangings - Ornaments 
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Catalog Free on request 
THE C. E. WARD CO. 
New London, Ohio 


Pipe Organs 


AUSTIN ORGANS, INC. 
HARTFORD, CONN. 
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Choir and Pulpit 
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Fine materials, beautiful 
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Church. DeMoulin Bros. 
& Co. 1153 S. 4th Street, 
Greenville, Illinois. 
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Prayer: (Especially for true perspective in judging 
the things that are of temporary value as against 
those of everlasting value.) 

Hymn: “The Lord My Shepherd Is.” 

Benediction. 

Organ: ‘Sacred March’—Mackin-Beyer. 
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II. Perils of Prosperity 
Organ: 


mer. 


“Tannhauset’s Pilgrimage’ —Wag- 
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Call to Worship: ‘Seek ye the Lord while 
He may be found. Call ye upon Him while 
He is near.” 

Hymn: “Jesus, Thou Divine Companion.” 

Psalm: 49, responsively. 


Hymn: “Jesus, Saviour, Pilot Me.” 
Scripture: I Kings 3:5-9; 5:13-16; 11:4-10. 
Hymn: “Y Need Thee Every Hour.” 
Meditation: The experience of King Solomon 


and the Israel of his time teaches us that we cannot 
be redeemed by erecting the tallest skyscrapers, raise 
the largest tax budgets, or reach happiness in an 
automobile of the latest and most perfect design, 
nor on the fastest airplane. 

The history of King Solomon of ancient times 
comes to us with a message so adapted to our imme- 
diate needs that it seems like a special delivery letter 
from heaven. 

Solomon came to the throne at the most opportune 
time in Israel’s history: The military prestige of his 
father David had become so great that the enemies 
of Israel had ceased to torment them. They were 
afraid to offend his people. Too, David’s whole- 
hearted devotion to Jehovah had accustomed the 
people to strict monotheism and had erected a high 
moral standard. There was a momentum in David's 
character that said to his son and to all the people, 
Go forward! 

Solomon had inherited his father’s genius, and he 
also began with an humble heart. When God ap- 
peared to him in a vision and asked him what request 
he would make, he prayed not for riches or power 
to extend his domain by conquest, but for wisdom 
to go in and out among his people, discern their 
needs and decide their problems with fairness and 
discretion. This prayer pleased God, and was abund- 
antly answered. (James 1:5-8)—Rollin Walker, in 
Christian Adv. Announce: (This study in Perils 
of Prosperity will be continued next week). 


Hymn: “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the 
Skies.” 
Reader: Creed and Deed. 


What care I for caste or creed? 

It is the deed, it is the deed; 

What for class or what for clan? 

It is the man, it is the man; 

Heirs of love, and joy, and woe, 

Who is high, and who is low? 

Mountain, valley, sky, and sea, 
Are for all humanity! 

What care I for robe or stole? 

It is the soul, it is the soul; 

What for crown, or what for crest? 

It is the heart wthin the breast; 

It is the faith, it isthe hope, 

It is the struggle up the slope, 

It is the brain and eye to see, 
One God and one humanity! 


Hymn: ‘Saviour, Blessed Saviour.” 
Prayer and Benediction. 
Organ: ‘Sortie’ —Matthews. 


III. Perils of Prosperity (2) 

Organ: ‘‘Sortie’—Matthews 

Call to Worship: “Light shall shine out of 
darkness, who shined it our hearts, to give the 
light of. the knowledge of the glory of God 
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in the face of Jesus Christ.” 

Psalm: 50, responsively. 

Hymn: “In the Cross of Christ I Glory.” 

Scripture: | Kings 3:5-9; 5:13-13: 11:4-10. 

Hymn: “He Leadeth me.” 

Meditation: Our meditation of last week carried 
us to through the prayer of Solomon for wisdom, and 
God's granting the answer to that prayer, as generally 
accepted. The Jews ascribed a large part of the 
Proverbs to Solomon, showing the impression he had 
made upon them; the fact that the Song of Solomon 
is attributed to him shows his reputation as a poet. 

But alas, Solomon’s magnificent building meant 
large bands of conscript laborers, and the enslavement 
of all the foreigners who dwelt in the land; more, 
it meant galling taxation and sacrifices for all the 
citizens. What citizen ever thrills over public build- 
ings that mean his own forced impoverishment? Solo- 
mon, we are told, was very broadminded. It is said 
that he had largeness of heart even as the sands on 
the seashore; and this was good, and gave him in- 
fluence which was no doubt widespread. But the 
peril of breadth is compromise. To be everywhere 
often ends in being nowhere! ; 

Solomon's marriage to princesses from the sur- 
rounding heathen nations led him to erect heathen 
temples round about Jerusalem, and the soot from 
these temples eventually settled down upon the 
morals of the people, and when this happened there 
was no soap strong enough to wash it off. 

Solomon, the man who is reputed in Proverbs to 
be so strong and so insistent against unlawful 
acts, had 700 wives and 300 concubines. With- 
out doubt, the king’s example permeated society.— 
From Rollin Walker, in The Christian Advocate. 
(Here we shall leave the lesson for this week, and 
look in on Solomon and his reaction to great pros- 
perity in our next study) 

Hymn: “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the 
Skies.” 

Reader: What Makes a City Great? 


What makes a city great? 
heaped heavenward? Vast multitudes who dwell 
within wide ciscling walls? Palace and throne and 
riches past the count of man to tell, and wide do- 
main? Nay, these the empty husk! True glory 
dwells where glorious deeds are done, where great 
men rise whose names athwart the dusk of misty 
enturies gleam like the sun! In Athens, Sparta, 
Florence, ‘twas the soul that was the city’s bright im- 
nortal part, the splendor of the spirit was their goal, 
their jewel bright,—the unconquerable heart! 

So shall the cities that we love be great till every’ 
tone shall be articulate. A ‘ 5 
Hymn: “O Beautiful, for Spacious Skies . . 

Prayer and Benediction. 

Hymn: “O Come, All ye Faithful. 


Organ: ‘Hosanna’—Wachs. 


VY. Perils of Prosperity (3) 


Organ: ‘Devotion’ —Mans field. 

Call to Worship: “We bow our knees unto 
he Father, from whom every family in Heaven 
nd on earth is named, that He would permit 
s, according to the riches of His glory, that 
ve may be strengthened with power through 
lis Spirit.” 


february, 1948 


Huge piles of stone. 


GOWNS 
for the 
PULPIT and CHOIR 


Cotrell and Leonard, Inc. 
Established 1832 


Albany, N. Y. 


Dependable 


485 Broadway 


Quality 


Materials, Service 


aN oo Pear 
THE SANITARY” 22¢*'«"2| CUPS 
CONVENIENT, NOISELESS AND SANITARY 

Our communion set as illustrated permits an impressive 
ceremony and leads the 
field in communion ser- 
vice. Available in ma- 
hogany, oak or walnut in 
either 25, 36 or 49 cup 
size and can be stacked. 


Circular and quotations on request 


SANITARY COMMUNION SERVICE 
Box 396-Dept. E. Rochester 2, N. Y. 


CLARKS _UNITVPE 

BRONZED COPPER 
CHURCH BULLETIN BOARDS J 
, aN BULLETIN BOARD LETTERS 


ILLUMINATED CROSSES 
ART BRONZE TABLETS 
CHURCH MARKERS 
MEMORIAL &GIFT PLATES 


W L CLARK COMPANY Inc 


52 LAFAYETTE ST. Mfrs, Est. 1914 NEW YORK 13 
O) 
You Can Print 


| /7Your Own Bulletins 


RG) Church calendars, letters to mem- 
'y ’ bers, cards, notices, programs, ete. Do 
VA them yourself at cost of paper and 
ink alone. We have outfitted thou- 
sands of churches. Send dime for 
press samples, supply book, all details 
and special advice on your needs. No. 
obligation, 


KELSEY, INC., 


In steel, with Masonite top. Available for 

early delivery in six and eight foot lengths. 

Ideal for banquet and Sunday School pur- 
poses. Write for prices. 


J. P. REDINGTON & CO., Dept. 700, Scranton 2, Pa. 


as 


H-32, Meriden, Conn. 


11 yrs., complete 
Also 4144 yrs. 
F.O.B. 


FOR SALE. Old Homiletic Reviews. L 
from April, 1909, until April, 1920. 
complete from April, 1929, until Sept., 1933. 
$15.00. Rev. E. Rawlings, England, Ark., R.2. 


Page 99 


MIiIiTrTe BOoTZTE Ss 


For Mis-ionary and Special Offerings 


the money cannot be removed with- 
out destroying the box. 

EDWARDS FOLDING BOX CO. 
Mfrs. of Folding Paper Boxes 
of all kinds 
25 N. Sixth St., Philadelphia 
Sample of various styles sent on 
receipt of 25 cents upon request. 
Catalog Free. 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Vulpit Hangings - Altar Cloths 
ible Markers - Communion Linens 
Embroideries - Fabrics 
Costam Tailoring for Clergymen 


1837 Marking 111 years of service 1948 


to the church and clergy 


COx SONS & VINING, Inc. 


131 East 23rd Street, New York 10, N.Y. 


CHURCH BULLETINS 
Scriptural — Artistically Designed 
Large Assortment — Self Selection 
Lithographed — Special [Days — General Use 
Be Sure to Get Our Free Catalog and Samples 


ECCLESIASTICAL ART PRESS 
LOUISVILLE 12. KY 


Established 1873 


SCHANTZ 


Organ Company 
ORRVILLE, OHIO 


Rl Member Associated Organbuilders of America | | 


BRASS ALTAR WARE==, 


Complete Selection of Crosses, Candelabras, 
Vases, Candlesticks and other Brassware _ 
NOW AVAILABLE 7 

Write for Catalogue and Price List 


J. P. REDINGTON & CO.. Dept. 800, Scranton 2, Pa. 


& BUSY PASTORS ASSISTED 4 
SPECIAL SERMONS: A secretarial service bureau 
in the preparation of Speeches. Discourses, Articles 
Treatises to definite requirements - Moderate rates - 
Experience over 25 years - No duplicates sold. 


AUTHORS RESEARCH BUREAT 


516 Fifth Avenue New York City 


—___ 


ve 
) 
| 


Large selection of fine materials, 
reasonably priced; write for cat- 
alogue C-17 (choir robes) or P-17 
(pulpit robes). 


COLLEGIATE CAP & GOWN CO. 


CHICAGO CHAMPAIGN, ILL. NEW YORK 
117N.Wacker  1000N. Market 366 Fifth Ave, 


| “sizes ROBES 


These boxes are so constructed that. 


Hymn: “Jesus, thou Divine Companion,” 
Psalm: 51, responsively. Stee se 
Hymn: *Sun of my Soul.” 
Siripture: I Kings 3:5-9; 5:13-16: 11:4-10. 


Hymn: “There’s a Wideness ‘in God’s 
Mercy.” . 
Meditation: We left Solomon, our wise and 


prosperous king, setting a sorry example for the 
citizens under his leadership. This brilliant king, 
this paragon of culture and refinement, the builder 
of a great and glorious temple to Jehovah, as we 
look in upon him again, has come a long way along 
the perilous road of prosperity, since the day he 
lifted his heart in prayer to God,—a prayer so beau- 
tiful and reverent and far-reaching in its aspiration 
that it may well express the longing of any sincerely 
Christian ruler of today,—yet this great idealist is to 
die a fool. 

Whether or not, he wrote the book of Ecclesiastes, 
we can be sure that its works expressed bitter disap- 
pointment and inner misery, settled down upon the 
poor old man, nearing the end of the way under his 
load of prosperity. 

Seest thou these stones? said the apostles to Jesus, 
who was not thrilling over the magnificence of 
Herod’s temple as much as they expected. Jesus 
answered, Verily I say unto you, There shall not be 
left here one stone upon another that shall not be 
thrown down. So shall it be with every civilization 
that is not founded on the word of God, and is not 
observant of the rights and the happiness of the 
people who make up that nation.—Rollin Walker, 
in The Christian Advocate. 


Hymn: ‘Father, All Glorious . . .” 
Reader: From “The Present Crisis.” 


Once to every man and nation comes the moment 
to decide, 

In the strife of Truth with Falsehood, for the good 
or evil side; 

Some great cause, God’s new Messiah, offering each 
the bloom or blight, 

Parts the goats upon the left hand and the sheep 
upon the right, 

And the choice goes by forever “twixt that darkness 
and that light. 


Hymn: “How Firm a Foundation .. . 
Prayer and Benediction. 

Hymn: “Saviour, Bless us, Ere We Go.” 
Organ: ‘‘Adeste Fidelis’ —W hiting. 


> 


The Cross 

(Continued from page 96) 4 
overthrow, a disaster. But God knew, and the 
angels knew, and Christ knew, when He cried 
out with a great voice, “It is finished!”’ that the 
Cross was the greatest of all triumphs. The 
empire of Satan fell when Christ died upon 
the Cross. On the crucifix you still see those 
two Latin words, “Spes Unica,’—the only 
hope. The victory of the Cross is the only 


hope for our fallen world; and one day He 


who cried out in darkness on the Cross, ‘It is 
finished !’’ will cry again as John heard Him in 
the Apocalypse, but this time from the throne 
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f a redeemed universe, “It is done! I am Alpha and 
mega, the First and the Last!” : 
In the gallery of Antoine Wertz at Brussels, there is 
collection of astounding and overwhelming paintings. 
here you see the terrible painting of Napoleon in hell. 
here also One of Earth’s Great Ones. It shows a 
onstrous colossal giant crushing the bones of men 
id trampling them under his feet, while he leers 
pon them. The other is the Triumph of Chrict. 
in the Cross hangs the Saviour. It is one of the 
ost beautiful of Christ to be seen in any gallery of 
is world. From the points of the Crown of Thorns 
effable light is streaming. Great angels are sound- 
g on their trumpets; and dark, sinister and evi’ 
sures flee away into the darkness. So one day it will 
The Light of the World shall banish the dark- 
sss of the world. Divine love shall conquer sin, 
id the whole earth shall be filled with the knowledge 
the glory of the Lord as the maters cover the sea. 
eee _ — — eee 
A Manila lawyer wrote not long since, “Every- 
thing America brought here in the form of material © 
things was lost, but the Kingdom of God, brought 
here by American missionaries was left untouched 
and was brighter than ever.” 
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PUBLISHERS 
ABINGDON- 
COKESBURY ..58, 92, 9 
Baker Book House.............. 10 


SERMON HELPS 


Author’s Research ....-....... 10 
Continental Writers .......... 9 


SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIE 


American S. S. Union...... 10 
Standard Pub. Co......... 54, -$ 
Union Gospel Press............ 9 


WINDOWS (Stained Glass) 
St. Joseph’s Art Glass...... i: 


Firms whose names you find here have proven the 
integrity in serving BUYERS of Church Equipmer 


The Ewposit 


